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THIRTY-FIFTH 

ANNUAL   REPORT 

OF    THE 

AMERICAN    COLONIZATION    SOCIETY. 

JANUARY    20th,    1852. 


Annual  Meeting— Decease  of  distinguished  Members. 


In  the  order  of  a  kind  Providence, 
we  are  permitted,  this  evening,  to 
celebrate  the  Thirty-fifth  Anniversa- 
ry of  the  American  Colonization 
Society.  While  with  grateful  hearts, 
we  acknowledge  the  goodness  of 
the  Almighty  Ruler  of  the  Universe, 
under  whose  special  superintend- 
ence our  cause  has  continued  to 
progress,  we  are  called  to  bow  in 
humble  submissiveness  to  His  sove- 
reign will,  in  view  of  the  afflictive 
dispensations  of  His  providence,  by 
which  this  Society  has  been  deprived 
of  the  living  example  and  co-opera- 
tion of  several  of  its  warmest  friends 
and  most  devoted  advocates.  Three 
of  these  were  Vice  Presidents  of 
the  Society — the  Rt.  Hon.  Lord 
Bexlev  of  England,  who  for  many 
years  was  a  zealous  advocate  and 
generous  supporter  of  the  cause  in 
which  we  are  engaged,  and  whose 
influence  tended  in  no  small  degree 
to  advance  the  interests  of  the  Re- 
public of  Liberia  in  Great  Britain  ; 
the  Rev.  Archibald  Alexander, 
D.  D.,  of  Princeton,  N.  J.,  whose 
1 


fame  is  in  all  the  churches ;  and  who 
was  an  earnest  and  practical  advocate 
of  the  African  colonization  enter- 
prise from  its  formation  to  the  time  of 
his  death ;  regarding  it  as  of  God,  and 
consequently  worthy  of  the  hearty 
co-operation  of  all  who  desire  to  be 
laborers  together  with  Him  in  car- 
rying out  the  great  object  of  His 
providential  arrangement  with  re- 
spect to  that  particular  class  of  the 
human  family  for  whose  benefit  the 
enterprise  was  originated ;  and  the 
Rev.  Stephen  Olin,  D.  D.,  LL.D., 
who  for  several  years  previous  to  his 
death,  occupied  the  distinguished 
position  of  President  of  the  Wesleyan 
University  at  Middletown,  Conn., 
and  whose  fame  as  an  eminent  di- 
vine, and  devoted  practical  philan- 
thropist, will  be  handed  down  to  pos- 
terity, embalmed  with  the  grateful 
remembrance  and  admiration  of  the 
lovers  of  moral  grandeur  and  Chris- 
tian purity.  Nor  are  these  all  of  the 
warm  friends  and  generous  patronaof 
this  Society  who  hvve  been  removed 
by  death  since  our  ir.st  Anniversary 
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Donations— Receipts  last  year. 


We  have  beeit  culled  upon  to  record  ,  of  a  legacy  left  by  her  to  this  Socie- 
the  departure  of  others  ;  aiiioiiir  ty  ;  which  amount,  added  to  $7,000 
whom  ^ve  mav  make-  special  allusiou  '  received  from  the  estate  of  her  sister 


to  the  Hon.  James  McDowell,  ex 
Governor  of  Virginia,  who  was  long 
and  familiarly  known  as  an  eloquent 
advocate  of  African  colonization  ; 
the  Rev.  Thomas  H.  Gallaudet, 
D.D.    LL.l).,  of  Connecticut,    uni- 


Elizabeth,  who  made  this  Society 
one  of  her  residuary  legatees,  to- 
gether with  the  legacy  of  $10,000 
received  from  the  estate  of  her  bro- 
ther, the  Hon.  Daniel  Waldo,  the 
decease  of  both  of  whom  was  no- 


■    ■        ,"    ''  ._    f,...,l.r  nf!  ticed   in   a   former  Report,    makes 

Ycrsallv  known    as  the    founder  ol  :  ' 


Deaf  and  Dumb  Institutions  in  the 
United  States,  and  numbered  among 
the  warmest  friends  of  this  Society; 
JosiAH  Shedd,  iNI.D.,  ofPeacham, 
Vermont,  who  left  a  legacy  of 
$4,000  to  the  Society;  Thomas  D. 
Merrill  of  Concord,  N.  H.,  who 
bequeathed  $1,000  to  the  Society  ; 
Abraham  G.  Thompson  of  New 
York,  who  by  will  made  this  Socie- 
ty one  of  his  residuary  legatees,  by 
which  we  hoi)e  to  realize  upwards 
of  $30,000 ;  Nathaniel  Storrs  of 
lioston,  who  also  made  this  Society 
a   residuary    legatee    of  his   estate, 


$23,000  received  by  bequest  from 
these  three  benevolent  and  exempla- 
ry friends  of  the  colonization  enter- 
prise ;  besides  numerous  liberal  do- 
nations made  during  their  lifetime. 
In  addition  to  these  liberal  be- 
quests, we  have  had  intimations  of 
other  legacies  made,  or  to  be  made, 
to  this  Society  ;  which  shows  that 
the  importance  of  the  colonization 
enterprise  is  not  lost  sight  of  by 
some  of  the  Christian  philanthro- 
pists of  our  country,  who  desire  to 
return  to  Him  from  whom  cometh 
every  good  gift,  the  substance  with 
which,   in   the   order   of  his   provi- 


from  which  we  shall  probably  derive     dcnce,  they  have  been  favored. 
$5,000,  or  more  ;  Augustus  Gra-  ||      Xhe  total  amount  of  the  receipts 
ham  of  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  who  be-  ;  o[  i]^e  Society  from  all  sources,  dur- 


([ueathed  to  this  Society  the  sum  of 
$10,000  "  to  be  invested  in  some 
safe  and  productive  manner,  the  in- 
come and  interest  of  which  is  to  be 
annually  applied  towards  the  sup- 
port and  establishment  of  schools  in 
Liberia  ;  "  and  Miss  Sarah  Waldo 
of  Worcester,  Mass.,  from  the  ex- 
ecutors of  whose  estate  we  have  al- 


ing  the  past  year,  were  $97,443.77 — 
a  much  larger  amount  than  was  re- 
ceived during  any  preceding  year; 
which,  however,  includes  the  sum 
of  $37,800  received  from  the  United 
States  Government  by  virtue  of  an 
act  of  Conirrcss  passed  at  the  last 
session  for  the  relief  of  the  Ameri- 
can Colonization  Society,  in  consi- 


ready  received  $6,000,  the  amount ;' deration    of   various   expenses    in- 
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curred  and  means  used  by  this  So- 
ciety in  tlie  care  and  support  of  the 
Hberated  Africans  who  were  landed 
at  Monrovia  from  the  slave-ship 
"Pons,"  in  December,  1845. 

During  the  past  year,  we  have 
sont  676  emigrants  to  Liberia.  Had 
we  not  been  partially  thwarted  by 
circumstances  beyond  our  con.trol, 
in  reference  to  the  emigration,  dur- 
ing the  past  year,  of  others  whom 
we  expected  lo  send,  and  who  will 
probably  go  during  the  present  year, 
the  total  number  of  emigrants  for 
the  year  1851  would  have  been  con- 
siderably greater. 

Of  the  whole  number  sent  during 
the  year,  405  were  free  born,  232 
Vi'cre  emancipated,  and  39  pur- 
chased their  own  freedom  or  were 
purchased  by  their  friends. 

The  first  company  sailed  from 
New  Orleans  in  the  brig  Alida  on 
the  13th  February,  1851,  consisting 
of  139  emigrants  ;  83  of  whom  v/ere 
emancipated  by  different  persons  in 
Kentucky,  Tennessee,  and  Loui- 
siana, including  36  by  William  V/. 
Rice,  Esq.,  who  liberally  provided 
for  their  comfort.  52  of  the  remain- 
ing 66  were  born  free,  and  4  pur- 
chased their  own  freedom. 

The  second  expedition  sailed  from 
Savannah,  Geo,,  in  the  barque  Bal- 
timore  on  the  10th  ApriL  consisting 
of  126  emigrants  ;  of  whom  93  were 
born  free,  20  who  were  born  slaves 
had  purchased  their  own  freedom  or 


were  purchased  by  their  friends,  aiifl 
the  remaining  13  were  emancipated 
by  different  persons  in  Georgia. 
Some  ofthese  emigrants  were  men  of 
considerable  intelligence  and  enter- 
prise. One  of  them,  Edward  Hall, 
of  Savannah,  who  had  purchased 
his  own  freedom  and  that  of  his 
wife  and  two  brothers,  carried  with 
him  a  steam  savj-milJ,  in  which  sev- 
eral of  the  other  emigrants  were  in- 
terested as  shareholders.  This  was 
the  first  steam  mill  ever  sent  to  Li- 
beria. It  was  located  in  Sinou  coun- 
ty ;  and  from  recent  advices,  wg 
are  encouraged  to  believe  that  the 
enterprise  will  be  attended  with 
success,  and  will  prove  to  be  of 
great  advantage  to  the  young  Re- 
public. 

The  brig  Sen  Mew,  which  sailed 
from  New  York  on  the  13th  March, 
took  out  15  emigrants  from  Wil- 
liamsburg and  Brooklyn,  all  born 
free  except  2  who  purchased  their 
freedom. 

The  Liberin  Packet  sailed  from 
Baltimore  on  the  20th  July,  with  5Q 
emigrants,  of  whom  42  were  born 
free,  8  purchased  their  freedom,  and 
11  were  emancipated  by  different 
persons  in  Maryland  and  Virginia. 
Several  of  this  company  were  intel- 
ligent and  enterprising  men  from  the 
city  of  Baltimore. 

By  the  barque  Zeno,  which  sailed 
from  New  York  on  the  27th  Septem- 
ber, 36   emigrants  were  sent,  all  of 
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wlioiii  were  horn  free,  e.xcopt  3  who  j 

purcliaseJ  their  freedom. 

The  sixth  ex  pod  ii  ion  sailed   from 

Bahimore  in  the  har(nie.^/o/-o-cn  Dix, 

the  1st  November,  consisting  of  149 

emio-rants;   of  whom  97   were  free- 
°  .1 

born,  principally  from  the    valley  of 

Virgniia,  6  purchased  their  freedom,  I 
and  46  were   emancipated,    includ- 1 
ing  33  by  the  will  of  the    late  Miss  [ 
Margaret  Miller  of  Culpeper  Coun- 
ty, Virginia.     One  of  this  company, 
John  Smith,    a  good  practical  engi- 
neer  from    Winchester,  and   others  | 
composing  a  joint   stock  company,  i 
carried  with  them  a  steam  saw-mill,  I 
to    be   established   in    Grand  Bassa 
County — the    second  one   sent  out  i 
during  the  year.  1 

The  seventh  expedition  was  sent 
in  the  Liberia  Packet  which  sailed 
from  Baltimore  on  the  31st  Decem- 
ber,  having  on  board  63  emigrants. 
The  Packet  touched  at  Savannah 
and  received  92  more  emigrants, 
making  in  all  155 ;  of  whom  75  were 
born  free,  1  purchased  his  freedom, 
and  79  were  emancipated  by  differ- 
ent persons  in  Maryland,  Virginia, 
and  Georgia,  including  50  from  the 
estate  of  the  late  John  W.  Houghton, 
of  Augusta,  Georgia. 

We  have  received  many  evidences 
that  throughout  the  entire  country 
there  is  a  growing  interest  in  favor  of 
African  Colonization;  andastronger 
conviction  that  the  American  Colon- 
ization Society  occupies  a  high  posi- 
tion amonir  the   various  benevolent 


institutions  of  this  eminently  philan- 
tlu'opic  age.  Its  former  opponents 
are  beginning  to  view  it  in  the  true 
light — as  an  institution  founded  in 
wisdom,  under  the  direction  of  an 
overruling  Providence,  and  adapted 
to  place  the  free  colored  people  of 
the  United  States  in  a  position  in 
which  they  can  enjoy  all  the  privi- 
leges and  blessings  of  freedom — 
privileges  from  which  they  are  vir- 
tually debarred  in  every  part  of  this 
country,  and  blessings  which  they 
can  fully  enjoy  no  where  else  than 
in  Liberia. 

It  is  also  evident  that  the  free  peo- 
ple of  color  in  this  country  are  be- 
coming more  and  more  conscious  of 
their  real  position  and  prospects, 
and  are  beginning  seriously  to  pon- 
der the  subject  of  voluntary  emigra- 
tion to  a  land  in  which  no  barriers 
to  political  exaltation  exist,  and  no 
impediments  to  the  free  exercise  of 
all  the  privileges  of  social  equality 
— a  land  in  which  the  mind  can  act 
without  restraint,  and  in  which  in- 
centives to  a  laudable  ambition  may 
operate  without  the  trammeling  in- 
fluences of  conventional  rules,  es- 
tablished by  the  white  inhabitants  of 
this  land,  and  clearly  recognised  in 
every  part  of  the  country.  Notwith- 
standing the  show  of  opposition 
made  by  some  of  them  whose  minds 
have  become  imbued  with  a  preju- 
dice which  cannot  be  easily  eradica- 
I  ted  ;  yet  in  many  parts  of  the  coun- 
I  try,  intelligent  men  among  them  are 
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earnestly  engaged  in  trying  to  work 
out  the  problem  of  their  destiny, 
with  minds  open  to  conviction,  and 
judgments  unbiassed  by  the  influ- 
ence of  agencies  avowedly  opposed 
to  the  Colonization  enterprise.  And 
we  doubt  not  that  within  a  few  years 
there  will  be  a  far  more  extensive 
movement  among  the  free  colored 
people  of  the  United  States  in  favor 
ofemigration,  than  has  ever  yet  been 
witnessed  ; — a  movement  Vv-hich  will 
doubtless  be  speedily  and  practically 
exhil)ited  in  the  event  of  the  suc- 
cessful issue  of  the  plan  for  the  es- 
tablishment of  a  line  of  steamships 
to  ply  regularly  between  this  coun- 
try and  Liberia. 

We  perceive,  with  pleasure,  that 
in  several  of  the  States,  the  chief 
executive  officers,  in  their  commu- 
nications to  the  Legislatures,  have 
strongly  recommended  the  Ameri- 
can Colonization  Society,  as  the 
only  organized  agency  which  has 
contributed  to  produce  practical  re- 
sults beneficial  to  the  African  race  ; 
and,  consequently,  as  worthy  of  ap-  ! 
proval  and  encouragement. 

From  Liberia,  our  advices,  re- 
ceived from  Inne  to  time,  during  the 
past  year,  are  of  a  very  encourafrinw 
character,  especially  in  view  of  the 
agricultural  prosperity  of  the  Re- 
public. Since  the  establishment  of 
the  present  form  of  government,  the 
citizens  of  Liberia  have  appeared  to 
be  more  fully  aroused  to  the  con- 
sideration of  the  superlative  impor- 


tance    of    agricultural    operations  ; 
and  we  have  received  fre(iuent  evi- 
dences  of  the  increasing  attention 
given  to  the  cultivation  of  the  soil ; 
on  which  chiefly  depends  the  pros- 
perity of  any  country.     Their  com- 
merce   is    also   steadily    increasing. 
The  cause  of  education  is  receiving 
increased  attention;  and  during  the 
past   year,    most   of    the    churches 
have  been   blessed    with    extensive 
revivals  of  religion.     Over  the  sur- 
rounding native  inhabitants  of  the 
country,     the    influence    for    good 
which    the    citizens   of  Liberia   are 
exerting,    is    becoming    more    and 
more  perceptible.    Through  the  me- 
diation of  the  Liberian  Government, 
several    of   the    belligerent    native 
tribes    have    been    induced     to    lay 
dou'n    their     weapons    of   warfare ; 
and  thousands  of  the  benighted  in- 
habitants of  that   land    of  supersti- 
tion and  degradation  have  thus  been 
rescued  from  the  agonies  of  a  vio- 
lent death,  or  the  horrors  of  the  ne- 
farious slave-trade  ;  which  latter,  in 
most  cases,  has  given  rise  to  those 
mercenary  and  cruel  wars  that  have 
for  centuries  devastated  that  land  ; 
and  which  the  Liberians  are  deter- 
mined   to   abolish    forever  from  all 
the  territory  over  which  they   may, 
from  time  to  time,  acquire  jurisdic- 
tion. 

The  political  jurisdiction  of  the 
Republic  of  Liberia  extcnd.s  over  a 
tract  of  country  on  the  Western 
coast  of  Africa,  from  the  mouth  of 
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the    Shebar    river    on    the    north,  , 
(wliich  is  near  tlie   soulheni   boun- i 
dary  of  the  Britisli  colony  of  Sierra  i 
Leone,)  to  the    northern    boundary 
of  "  Maryland  in  Liberia,"  a  distance  : 
along   tiie    sea-coast    of  about   500 
miles,  wliich,  added  to  the  territory 
within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Mary- 
land Colony,   makes   the  sea-board 
e.xtent     of    the    two    governments 
about  600  miles.     The  present  emi- 
grant population  of  the  Republic  is 
about  six  to  seven  thousand,  and  the 
number  of  native  inhabitants  resid- 
ing   within  tlie  territory  of  the  Re- 
public, is  probably  one  hundred  and 
fifty  to  two  hundred  thousand  ;  many 
of  whom,  through  the  example,  in- 
fluence and  agency  of  the  citizens 
and   government   of  Liberia,    have 


not  only  been  brought  within  the 
pale  of  civilization,  but  also  to  a 
practical  realization  of  the  sublime 
truths  and  transcendent  blessings  of 
our  holy  Christianity.  Thus  we  be- 
lieve the  civilization  and  christian- 
izing of  the  degraded  aborigines  of 

o  a  o 

Africa  are  to  be  chiefly  effected,  in 
the  order  of  Divine  Providence — by 
the  example,  induence  and  agency 
of  her  own  returning  civilized  and 
Christian  children.  Thus  sliall  the 
belligerent  hordes  of  that  land  of 
moral  desolation  be  induced  to  con- 
vert their  instruments  of  warfare 
into  implements  of  husbandry;  thus 
sliall  the  slave  trade  be  effectually 
and  forever  suppressed  ;  and  thus 
shall  Ethiopia  be  taught  to  stretch 
out  her  hands  unto  God. 


Proceedings  at  the  Annual  :»Ieeting  of  the  American  Col.  Society. 


Washington,    ) 
January  20,  1852.  ) 

The  thirty-fifth  Annual  ^Meeting 
of  the  American  Colonization  Soci- 
ety was  held  in  the  First  Presbyteri- 
an Church,  on  Tuesday  evening, 
the  20th  January,  1&52. 


Gentlemen  of  the  ^imerican 

Colonization  Society  : 

There  is  not  only  no  member  of  thi^s 
Association,  but  also  no  citizen  of  the 
country,  who  does  not  lament,  and  no  one 
laments  more  deeply  tlian  I  do,  the  cause 
to  which  it  is  to  be  ascribed  that  I  have 
been  called  upon   to-night   to  occupy   the 


In  the  absence  of  the  Hon.  Henry     Chair  of  this  Association.     That  eminent, 


Clay,  President  of  the  Society,  the 
Hon.  Daniel  Webster,  one  of  the 
Vice  Presidents,  presided. 

On  taking  the  chair,  Mr.  Webster 
made  the  following  remarks  in  re- 
ference to  the  necessary  absence  of 
the  President  of  the  Society  : 


that  distinguished,  1  will  say  lliat  illustrious 
fellow-citizen  of  ours,  who  was  one  of  the 
early  founders  of  this  institution,  who  has 
now  for  so  many  years  manifested  his 
sense  of  its  importance  and  his  zeal  for  it.s 
success,  is,  by  continued  illness,  deprived 
of  the  opportunity,  not  only  of  being  here 
to-nis-ht,  as  the  President  of  the  Society, 
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but  also  has  been,  and  still  is,  prevented 
from  exercising  his  usual  salutary  influ- 
ence in  the  councils  of  the  country. 

Gentlemen,  it  is  now  many  years  since 
this  Society  was  formed  and  organized 
and  put  into  successful  operation  by  emi- 
nent persons,  of  whom  he  was  one.  His 
opinion  of  its  usefulness,  his  zeal  for  its 
advancement  and  prosperity  are  known  to 
you  all  ;  and  I  am  sure  that  there  is  no 
deeper  sympathy  in  the  heart  or  feeling  of 
any  person  present  than  in  my  own,  that 
Providence,  in  His  wisdom,  may  see  fit 
to  restore  him  to  his  accustomed  ability  of 
patriotic  service  in  the  national  coun- 
cils, and  of  devoted  care  for  this  institu- 
tion. 

Let  us,  gentlemen,  implore  the  Throne 
of  Grace  and  of  Mercy,  not  only  for  his 
restoration  to  health,  but  for  the  usefulness 
and  prosperity  of  this  Association.  The 
Rev.  Dr.  Butler  will  be  pleased  to  open 
die  meeting  v/ith  prayer. 

The  Rev.  C.  M.  Butler,  D.  D., 
then  addressed  the  Throne  of  Grace. 

After  uiiich,  the  Rev.  W.  McLain, 
Secretary  of  the  Society,  read  an 
abstract  of  the  Annual  Report. 

The  Hon.  Frederic  P.  Stan- 
ton, of  Tennessee,  was  then  intro- 
duced. He  offered  the  following 
resolution,  viz  : 

Resolved,  That  African  Coloniza- 
tion, as  pursued  by  this  Society,  is 
of  national  importance  ;  and  that 
its  plans  and  operations  strongly 
commend  themselves,  by  their  suc- 
cess, to  the  favor  and  encourage- 
ment of  the  General  Government. 

This  resolution  was  supported  by 
Mr.  Stanton  in  the  following  ad- 
dress : 

In  common  with  you,  Mr.  President, 
and  all  who  heard  your  feeling  and  eloquent 


allusion  to  the  circumstance  which  places 
yoit  in  that  chair,  I  lament  the  melancholy 
cause  of  the  absence  of  the  regular  Presi- 
dent of  this  Society.  But  whatever  may 
be  the  design  of  Providence  towards  him — 
whether  to  remove  him  from  amongst  us, 
or  to  restore  hiin  again  to  the  bosom  of 
society,  and  to  that  activity  which  is  pecu- 
liar to  him  in  the  affairs  of  our  country 
and  at  the  head  of  this  association,  there  is 
one  thing  at  least,  which  must  afford  to 
him  the  highest  satisfaction,  as  it  does  to 
us  all — and  that  is,  he  has  lived  to  a  period 
when  every  one  can  distinctly  foresee  the 
brilliant  success  of  those  labors  for  coloni- 
zation, in  which  he  has  had  so  great  a 
share.  He  is  permitted  to  look  over  upon 
the  promised  land,  and  to  behold  the  near 
fulfillment  of  all  his  humane  wishes  in  re- 
gard to  the  free  colored  people  of  the  Uni- 
ted States. 

From  the  report  just  read  by  the  Secre- 
tary, it  is  plain  that  the  affairs  of  this  so- 
ciety, were  never  before  in  so  flourishing  a 
condition.  The  attention  of  the  country 
has  been  drawn  to  its  operations  ;  and  the 
public  interest  in  all  sections  of  the  land, 
has  been  so  vividly  awakened,  that  a  new 
and  powerful  impulse  must  be  given  to  it, 
and  the  movement  which  originated  some 
tliirty-five  vears  ago  and  which  has  strug- 
gled along  slowly  during  that  period,  must 
now  assume  an  increased  velocity  and  mo- 
mentum towards  the  accomplishment  of  its 
great  end. 

There  are  many  things  which  have  con- 
tributed to  produce  this  feeling  of  interest 
on  the  part  of  the  people  of  the  United 
States.  First,  and  perhaps  the  most  im- 
portant, is  the  great  fact— the  fundamental 
fact— which  I  think  is  now  established  be- 
yond doubt,  that  the  plans  originated  and 
pursued  by  this  Society  are  feasible— that 
the  colonization  of  Africa  by  the  free  blacks 
of  this  country  is  a  practicable  scheme. — 
The  success  of  the  Liberian  colony  is  un- 


12 


PROCEEDINGS  AT  THE  ANNUAL  MEETING  OF  THE  AM.  COL.  SOC. 


IIoii.  Mr.  Stanton's  Address. 


questionable.  Silently  and  slowly,  under 
your  auspices,  has  this  infant  establishment 
pursued  its  course,  until  it  now  beg;ins  to 
acquire  a  certain  degree  of  strength  and 
respectable  importance.  The  steady  pro- 
gress of  the  Colony,  the  prudence  and 
good  sense  of  its  government,  have  inspi- 
red confidence  cverywliere.  Self  govern- 
ment on  the  part  of  the  civilized  blacks  is 
no  longer  altogether  an  experiment — or  if 
it  be  still  an  experiment,  it  is  one  which 
gives  promise  of  great  success  and  invites 
a  still  more  extensive  scale  of  operations. 
What  are  the  evidences  of  this  success? 
Growth,  expansion,  stability,  influence — 
adding  new  acquisitions  and  extending  its 
jurisdiction  ;  suppressing  the  slave  trade  ; 
cultivating  friendship  with  the  native  tribes 
and  settling  their  disputes,  and  to  some  ex- 
tent absorbing  and  of  course  civilizing  the 
natire  population  ;  fostering  agriculture 
and  commerce,  and  thus  gradually  devel- 
oping the  resources  of  a  country,  which  is 
now  proved  to  be  rich  in  all  the  elements 
necessary  to  sustain  a  large  and  prosper- 
ous population.  I  speak  of  these  things 
generally,  for  it  is  uimecessary  to  mention 
the  particular  facts,  which  are  known  to 
every  intelligent  gentleman  in  this  associa- 
tion. 

Now  this  improvement  has  been  accom- 
plished under  great  disadvantages  and  in 
spite  of  great  difficulties.  Compare  the 
growth  of  this  colony  at  its  present  age, 
with  the  growth  of  any  other  known  in 
history,  and  the  comparison  will  be  found 
to  be  highly  favorable  to  the  colony  of 
Liberia.  It  is  very  true  this  colonization 
has  taken  place  in  the  nineteenth  century 
with  the  advantage  of  all  the  great  improve- 
ments of  the  day.  It  is  true  this  colony 
has  had  the  favor  of  this  goverimient,  and 
to  a  certain  extent,  the  favor  of  most  of 
the  great  civilized  governments  of  the  earth. 
But  when  you  take  into  consideration  the 
physical  conformation  of  the  African  Con- 


tinent— that  which  has  undoubtedly  beeo 
powerfully  influential  in  preventing  its  civ- 
ilization up  to  the  present  time — you  can- 
not fail  to  see  the  great  obstacles  which 
this  cause  alone  has  presented  to  the  plan 
of  colonization.  Look  at  Europe,  with 
,  the  deep  indentations  of  its  coast,  its  splen- 
I  did  estuaries  and  harbors,  affording  every 
!j  facility  for  commerce  and  intercourse  with 
the  various  parts  of  the  same  continent  as 
|!  well  as  of  all  the  other  great  divisions  of 
M  the  globe.  Witness  a  similar  physical  con- 
!  formation  of  the  great  continent  of  Amer- 
ica. You  are  all  perfectly  familiar  with 
the  vast  influence  of  these  great  physical 
features,  not  only  upon  the  climate  of 
these  continents,  but  also  upon  the  char- 
acter, pursuits  and  progress  of  the  people 
who  inhabit  them.  You  do  not  require  to 
be  told  that  if  Africa  had  been  found  with 
the  same  advantages — if  it  had  been  inden- 
ted with  great  inlets,  commodious  bays 
and  harbors,  entered  by  great  navigable 
rivers,  its  destiny  and  that  of  the  vast 
population  which  inhabit  it,  would  have 
been  far  difl'erent  from  what  they  now  are. 
Hence  the  great  difTiculties,  also,  in  the 
way  of  successful  colonization — difficulties 
which  did  not  attend  the  eflibrts  of  those 
Europeans  who  first  settled  this  conti- 
nent. 

These  disadvantages  may  be  considered 
as  more  than  a  complete  offset  to  the  ben- 
efits enjoyed  by  the  colony  of  Liberia  in 
the  protection  of  the  American  people 
and  of  this  Society.  Then  the  great  fact 
stands  forth,  that  in  spite  of  all  these  diffi- 
culties, a  growing,  prosperous,  and  suc- 
cessful colony  of  free  blacks  has  been 
planted  on  the  coast  of  Africa — a  colony 
which  iTiay  be  advantageously  compared 
with  any  similar  example  of  emigration 
made  known  to  us  in  history.  It  is  the 
importance  of  these  facts,  now  known  and 
appreciated  by  the  whole  country,  which 
creates    the    mterest,    manifested    in    all 
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parts  of  the  United  States  for  tlie  success 
and  increase  of  tlie  Colony  of  Liberia. 

There  are,  however,  other  causes  in 
operation  which  have  contributed  to  this 
result.  And  among  these  is  that  great 
excitement  under  which  the  country  has 
labored  for  some  years  past — the  great  sec- 
tional difficulty  between  the  North  and 
the  South,  on  the  subject  of  slavery.  No 
such  great  and  general  agitation  ever  takes 
place  among  any  people,  without  accom- 
phshing  somethiiig  for  the  cause  of  human 
progress.  And  I  think  as  the  results  of 
this  vast  commotion  in  the  public  mind, 
some  three  or  four  conclusions  have  arisen 
and  fixed  themselves  as  settled  convictions 
of  the  American  people.  The  first  of 
these  is,  that  the  people  of  the  Northern 
States  are  not  benefitted,  but  on  the  con- 
trary, are  positively  injured  by  the  pres- 
ence of  tlie  free  blacks.  The  second  is 
that  the  same  is  tlie  case  with  regard  to 
the  white  population  of  the  Southern 
States.  Third,  tliat  the  slave  himself  is 
injured  by  the  presence  of  the  free  black 
man  ;  and  finally,  that  the  free  blacks 
themselves  can  never  enjoy  liberty  and 
equality,  and  consequently  can  never  attain 
to  the  full  exercise  of  their  faculties,  or 
rather  the  full  development  of  their  capa- 
city for  freedom,  while  they  remain  in  this 
country. 

As  to  the  first  of  these  propositions,  that 
the  people  of  the  Northern  States  feel  the 
presence  of  the  free  blacks,  in  any  consid- 
erable numbers,  to  be  a  disadvantage  to 
them,  1  need  only  refer  to  the  legislation  of 
some  of  the  north-western  States,  actually 
excluding  them  from  their  limits.  And  I 
think  I  may  refer  to  the  tone  of  public 
sentiment  all  over  the  North  as  evinced  by 
the  public  press.  I  might  also  refer  to  the 
messages  of  Governors  of  Northern  States, 
to  the  proceedings  of  their  legislative 
bodies,  as  evidence  of  the  fact  that  this 
conviction  has  fixed  itself  upon  the  minds 


of  a  very  considerable  majority  of  the 
Northern  people.  I  know  there  is  a  dif- 
ferent feeling  among  some,  and  that  not 
perhaps  an  inconsiderable  portion  of  the 
Northern  people  ;  but  I  speak  of  the  gen- 
eral sentiments — the  general  convictions  of 
the  people  of  that  part  of  the  Union. 

Now,  sir,  as  to  the  second  and  third 
propositions,  that  the  free  blacks  are  felt 
in  the  Southern  States  to  be  a  population 
that  does  not  contribute  to  the  welfare  of 
either  the  white  man  or  the  slave.  Here 
again  I  refer  to  the  uniform  legislation  of 
all  the  Southern  States — a  legislation,  not 
of  recent  origin,  but  going  back  almost  to 
the  foundation  of  the  States  themselves. 
The  tenor  of  that  legislation  is  to  prohibit 
the  emancipation  of  slaves  except  upon 
condition  of  their  removal  beyond  the  lim- 
its of  the  respective  States.  And  it  is 
usual,  I  believe  universal,  to  prohibit  the 
ingress  of  free  negroes  from  the  other 
Stales  under  the  severest  penalties.  The 
foundation  of  this  legislation,  as  everybody 
knows,  is  the  conviction  and  the  exj^eri- 
ence,  that  the  presence  of  the  black  man 
in  a  state  of  freedom  is  injurious  to  socie- 
ty. I  might  refer  you  to  the  fi^ct  that  even 
in  South  Carolina,  within  a  few  years 
past,  the  Governor  of  that  State  made  the 
removal  of  the  free  negroes  beyond  its 
limits  the  subject  of  a  direct  recommen- 
dation in  his  message  to  the  Legisla- 
ture. 

Now  I  say,  with  the  utmost  confidence, 
that  this  injury  is  not  felt  only  as  resulting 
to  the  interests  of  the  white  man,  who  is 
the  master,  but  also  to  the  black  man,  who 
is  the  slave.  I  shall  presently  endeavor 
to  show  that  the  free  negro  in  this  country 
is  almost  always  a  degraded  being.  He 
communicates  this  degradation  to  the  slave, 
and  generally  exerts  his  influence  in  mis- 
leading and  corrupting  him.  It  is  not  that 
he  incites  the  slave  to  rebel  or  to  escape, 
so  much  as  he  induces  him  to  pilfer  and 
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Steal,  rewarding  him  with  intoxicating 
drink.  The  result  is  vice  and  misery  on 
the  pai-t  of  the  slave,  and  increased  severity 
on  the  part  of  his  owner.  So  I  assure 
you,  sir,  that  it  is  beyond  all  doubt  a  fixed 
conviction  on  the  part  of  the  Southern 
people,  that  both  the  whites  and  the  slaves 
would  he  benefitted  by  the  removal  of  the 
free  blacks. 

As  to  the  influence  of  the  situation  of 
the  free  blacks  upon  their  own  happiness, 
prosperity  and  progress,  I  need  only  refer 
you  to  the  results  exhibited  by  the  census 
of  1640 — results  which  will  no  doubt  be 
sustained  by  the  census  of  last  year,  when 
its  details  shall  be  made  known.  You  all 
remember  the  celebrated  letter  of  Mr. 
Calhoun,  as  to  the  comparative  condition 
of  the  slaves  and  free  negroes  in  this 
country.  I  know  it  was  said  in  some 
quarters  that  the  exhibit  made  in  that 
letter  was  founded  upon  an  error  in  the 
statistics  upon  which  Mr.  Calhoun  based 
his  conclusions.  However  that  may  be, 
every  one  must  acknowledge,  that,  in  the 
main,  those  conclusions  are  true.  They 
may  have  been  exaggerated  by  the  sup- 
posed error  of  Mr.  Calhoun,  but  still  the 
fact  remains  undisputed,  that  in  vice,  crime, 
and  degradation,  the  condition  of  the  free 
negro  in  the  non-slaveholding  States  is 
immeasurably  below  that  of  any  other  part 
of  the  population. 

But  if  this  be  the  result  of  experience, 
exhibited  by  statistical  facts  which  cannot 
be  successfully  questioned,  it  is  equally 
the  conclusion  to  which  every  mode  of 
correct  reasoning  will  inevitably  bring  us. 
In  tlie  very  nature  of  things — from  the 
constitution  of  society  and  the  natural  in- 
stincts of  man,  the  general  condition  of 
the  free  black  in  any  portion  of  this 
country,  must  be  one  of  inevitable  degra- 
dation. Individual  instances  to  the  con- 
trary do  not  shake  this  conclusion.  The 
general  result  follows  necessarily  from  the 


existing  condition  of  things — the  actual 
relation  of  the  two  races  on  this  continent. 
A  moral  demonstration — reasoning  from 
cause  to  efl'ect — is  not  always  satisfactory. 
In  a  mathematical  demonstration,  the  facts 
are  brought  to  the  test  of  the  senses — to 
the  sight  or  the  feeling.  You  take  two 
triangles,  with  equal  sides  and  angles,  and 
impose  one  upon  the  other — they  coincide 
in  all  parts — they  are  equal.  I  believe 
every  mathematical  problem  can  be  brought 
down  to  this  test,  which  appeals  to  the 
sight  or  feeling.  But  to  the  minds  of  edu- 
cated men,  a  moral  demonstration  is,  or  at 
least  ought  to  be,  equally  as  convincing. 
Now  take  for  the  elements  of  our  investi- 
gation a  few  obstinate  facts  which  nobody 
can  dispute.  Take,  in  the  first  place,  the 
unconquerable  repugnance,  the  instinctive 
repulsion,  between  the  white  and  black 
races — that  prejudice,  if  you  choose  to 
call  it  so,  which  renders  utterly  impossi- 
ble a  social  intercourse  between  the  races 
upon  a  footing  of  equality.  Take  again 
the  ecjually  unquestionable  superiority  of 

I  the  white  race  in  intellect,  in  activity,  and 
in  physical  force,  or  at  least  in  those  de- 
vices which  supply  the  want  of  physical 
force  or  increase  its  efficiency.  Then 
take,  in  addition,  the  overwhelming  num- 
bers of  the  whites.  And  now  what  do 
you  make  of  the  premises  ?  You  cannot 
dispute  them.  The  wildest  abolitionist, 
who  professes  to  place  the  negro  upon  an 
equality  with  himself,  cannot  so  far  rebel 
against  nature  and  conquer  the  natural  re- 
pulsion of  the  races,  as  to  intermarry  with 
the  objects  of  his  philanthropy.  The  few 
exceptions  to  this  assertion  are  anomalies 
and  monstrosities,  looked  upon  with  utter 
loathing  and  disgust,  by  the  great  mass 
of  the  whites.  In  his  actual  condition, 
the  negro  is  inferior  to  the  white  man.  I 
do  not  pretend  to  decide  the  question  of 
the  origin  of  races,  or  to  determine  whether 

I  this  inferiority  results  from  circumstance.s 
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and  conditions  long  operating  to  prodnce 
it,  or  whether  it  comes  from  a  difference 
of  mental  and  physical  organization.  I 
deal  only  with  the  facts  as  we  find  them 
to  exist.  The  negroes  of  this  country, 
free  as  well  as  slave,  are  not  the  equals  of 
the  white  race,  whatever  may  be  the  cause 
of  the  difference. 

Then  we  have  an  inferior  race,  greatly  in 
the  minority,  living  among  those  who  are 
vastly  their  superiors  in  activity,  intellect, 
and  enterprize,  and  who  have  an  uncon- 
querable aversion  to  social  intercourse 
with  them.  Wliat  must  be  the  inevitable 
result.'  Aye,  with  all  your  benevolence, 
with  all  your  efforts  to  elevate  and  sustain 
this  inferior  population,  what  must  be  the 
end?  They  must  go  down.  They  can- 
not meet  the  competition,  under  such  cir- 
cumstances, of  a  superior  race  with  greatly 
superior  numbers.  They  must  sink  in  the 
scale  of  prosperity,  and  consequently  of 
intellect  and  of  morals. 

What  is  the  principle  which  will  con- 
trol two  races  placed  in  contact  under  the 
circumstances  I  have  described?  It  is  the 
principle  of  antagonism.  Such  is  the  law 
of  nature — such  is  the  lesson  we  derive 
from  history  in  all  ages.  I  do  not  mean 
to  say  that  this  antagonism  ought  to  exist. 
I  do  not  mean  even  to  assert  that  it  would 
exist,  if  the  principle  of  Christian  charity 
were  carried  to  its  full  extent;  though  un- 
der all  circumstances  the  natural  repulsion 
of  the  races  would  continue  to  operate. 
But  I  speak  of  human  nature  as  it  is,  with 
all  its  cupidity,  criminality,  and  its  dispo- 
sition to  impose  upon  the  weak  and  in- 
terior. The  free  negro  cannot  stand  up 
against  this  antagonism ,  in  the  existing 
condition  of  mankind,  even  if  we  consider 
only  the  operation  of  those  impulses  and 
desires  which  are  usually  considered  irre- 
proachable. Already  they  are  fast  being 
driven  from  profitable  employment  in  all 


parts  of  the  country  by  the  competition 
of  the  whites.  They  are  going  down  in 
the  scale  of  prosperity,  and  they  must 
necessarily  sink  in  the  scale  of  civilization 
by  the  continued  operation  of  the  same 
cause. 

The  only  remedy  tor  this  antagonism, 
which  must  exist  as  long  as  the  races  re- 
main together,  is,  in  my  humble  judgment, 
slavery.  Like  the  alkali  which  causes  the 
oil  and  water  to  combine,  slavery  neutral- 
izes the  antagonism  of  the  whites  and 
blacks  for  the  mutual  interest  of  both.  I 
do  not  mean  to  say  that  "slavery  in  the 
abstract"  is  right.  I  am  not  one  of  those 
who  believe  that  slavery  is  either  destined 
to  be,  or  ought  to  be,  perpetual.  But  I 
speak  of  the  necessary  and  inevitable  rela- 
tions between  the  two  races  in  a  condition 
such  as  that  which  exists  in  the  United 
States.  The  free  black  man  in  this  coun- 
try, deprived  of  social  equality  and  gener- 
ally of  political  rights,  is  virtually  a  slave. 
I  believe  he  assumes  a  level  in  society 
even  lower  than  that  of  the  slave. 

Such  will  not  be  the  case  with  any  white 
race  of  men  who  may  be  Ijrought  into  con- 
tact with  us  on  this  continent ;  because 
one  element  of  the  condition  of  the  blacks 
does  not  exist — that  is  the  instinctive  re- 
pulsion between  the  races.  You  may 
bring  an  inferior  European  people  into  the 
United  States,  and  in  the  course  of  one  or 
two  generations  they  melt  away  and  min- 
gle with  our  population — perhaps  strength- 
en and  improve  it.  But  this  the  black  race 
never  can  do.  Their  inevitable  doom, 
among  us,  is  to  assume  a  lower  caste  and 
to  go  down  in  the  scale  of  civilization. — 
But  it  does  by  no  means  follow  that  placed 
upon  a  different  continent  under  different 
circumstances,  precisely  the  opposite  may 
not  be  the  result.  I  believe  that  precisely 
the  opposite  would  be  the  result.  The 
black  man  is  peculiarly  docile  ;  lie  is  ca- 
pable of  improvement  ;  he  is  susceptible  of 
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a  high  degree  of  civilization  ;  lie  1ms  an  in- 
tellect which  some  persons  believe  to  be  as 
good  naturally  as  that  of  the  white  man. 
Place  him  in  fiivorable  circumstances  on 
the  shore  of  Africa,  free  from  the  injurious 
contact  of  the  white  man — his  great  supe- 
rior in  .strength,  ingenuity,  and  intellect, 
and  therefore  oppressing  him  by  the  very 
weight  of  this  superiority — the  tendency  of 
the  black  man  is  to  improve.  His  inevita- 
ble destiny,  under  such  circumstances,  is 
to  rise  in  the  soale  of  humanity  by  the  ex- 
ertion of  independent  power  and  self-con- 
trol. The  seeds  of  civilization  have  been 
planted  in  his  bosom  here,  they  will  ger- 
minate and  expand  there  in  a  soil  and  cli- 
mate, fitted  by  the  Creator  to  his  physical 
and  moral  nature. 

It  is  a  question  of  doubt  in  the  minds  of 
many,  whether  the  black  man  placed  in 
the  most  favorable  circumstances  in  the 
Colony  of  Libera,  will  be  able  to  maintain 
free  institutions.  We  are  pointed  to  the 
condition  of  France  at  the  present  time,  and 
we  are  told  that  one  of  the  most,  enlight- 
ened nations  of  the  earth,  having  its  desti- 
nies in  its  own  hands,  has  been  unable  to 
maintain  a  free  government.  It  is  there- 
fore asserted  that  the  black  man,  inferior 
in  civilization  and  in  intellect,  at  least  at 
the  present  time,  must  be  incapable  of  it. 
But  it  must  be  remembered  that  these  Eu- 
ropean nations,  enlightened  as  tliey  may 
be,  have  their  monarchical  traditions  of 
Uiousands  of  years,  their  despotic  customs, 
and  as  we  have  been  recently  told  by  a 
Tery  distinguished  individual,  that  central- 
ization which  inevitably  produces  despot- 
ism. Nobody  could  have  failed  to  per- 
ceive, during  the  existence  of  the  French 
Republic  since  1848,  that  the  people  there 
seemed  to  have  no  idea,  certainly  no  idea 
like  ours,  of  the  true  nature  of  a  written 
constitution.  Their  constitution  was  al- 
ways construed,  or  seemed  to  me  to  be  con- 


strued, in  conformity  with  their  former 
monarchical  maxims  and  laws.  In  truth 
their  institutions  had  not  been  changed  in 
conformity  with  their  change  of  constitu- 
tion. 

Wlien  the  crab  throM'S  off  his  shell,  his 
internal  constitution  and  vital  organization 
still  remain  the  same,  and  they  necessarily 
reproduce  the  shell  again.  So  when  the 
Government  of  France  changed  its  head, 
or  threw  off  its  shell — the  crust  of  despot- 
ism— its  general  institutions  and  internal 
organization  remaining  the  same,  it  could 
produce  nothmg  by  the  very  nature  of 
I  things,  but  despotism  again.  There  must 
I  be  an  entire  change  in  the  int?rnal  organi- 
zation of  the  body  itself,  in  order  that  the 
j  caterpiller  may  come  out  a  butterfly.  It 
1  does  not  follow  because  the  people  of  Li- 
beria are  in  a  lower  state  of  improvement, 
that  tliey  are  incapable  of  free  institutions. 
I  apprehend  that  free  institutions  are  as 
natural  and  as  easy  to  be  maintained  and 
carried  on, as  despotic  governments.  The 
Government  of  Liberia  will  start  with  that 
internal  organization  and  those  institutions 
which  necessarily  tend  to  produce  freedom 
by  their  very  operation.  If  this  be  the 
case,  we  may  justly  expect  from  the  nature 
of  the  thing  as  well  as  from  existing  facts 
and  the  past  history  of  this  Colony,  that 
they  will  be  able  to  maintain  their  institu- 
tions, and  that  their  destiny  is  to  go  for- 
ward progressively  an  J  not  to  go  back- 
wards. 

Mr.  President  and  Gentlemen,  I  have 
attempted  to  show  and  I  believe  every  one 
must  acknowledge,  that  the  removal  of  the 
free  blacks  from  this  country  to  Africa, 
where  they  can  enjoy  liberal  institutions 
and  where  they  can  be  in  a  situation  to 
improve  in  civilization,  prosperity  and 
happiness,  is  to  the  advantage  of  the  white 
man  and  of  the  black  man — of  the  freeman 
and  of  the  slave — of  the  Northern  man  and 
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of  the  Southern  man.  It  is  the  interest  of 
all  parties  tliat  they  should  be  removed — 
black  and  white,  East  and  West,  North 
emd  South.  It  is  the  general — ^the  univer- 
sal— the  nalional  interest.  I  think  this 
great  fact  is  becoming  known  to  the  people. 
They  are  beginning  to  appreciate  the  poli- 
cy which  has  been  so  perseveringly, 
through  so  many  difficulties  and  discour- 
agements, pursued  by  this  Society  for 
more  than  a  quarter  of  a  century.  Results 
are  becoming  manifest.  The  negro,  free 
in  Africa,  carrying  civilization  and  Chris- 
tianity with  him,  rises  in  the  scale  of  be- 
ing ;  while,  in  this  country,  his  freedom 
does  not  relieve  him  from  degradation,  but 
dooms  him  and  his  posterity  to  inevitable 
detliae.  Humanity,  self-interest,  patriot- 
ism, all  combine  to  urge  the  supreme  ne- 
cessity of  colonization  for  the  bene.^.t  of 
both  races. 

If  these  facts  be  true — if  all  interests,  par- 
ticular and  general,  individual  and  collec- 
tive, local  and  national,  requ.ire  the  prose- 
cution of  this  great  scheme,  can  you  tell 
me,  Mr.  President,  why  the  General  Gov- 
ernment must  have  no  concern  with  it.' 
why  it  may  not  look  to  this  as  a  wise  and 
legitimate  collateral  object,  in  the  perform- 
ance of  its  great  constitutional  duties.' 

Mr.  President,  in  your  speech  in  the 
Senate  in  March,  1850,  of  which  I  will 
say  nothing,  but  which  the  whole  country 
concurs  in  .saying  did  you  so  much  honor, 
and  for  which  I  had  the  pleasure  of  bear- 
ing to  you  the  congratulations  of  some  of 
my  constituents  of  a  political  party  oppo- 
site to  your  own,  you,  so  far  as  I  know  or 
am  informed,  first  broached  the  idea  that 
the  government  might  appropriate  money 
for  the  purpose  of  colonizing  the  free 
blacks  of  the  United  States.  I  do  not 
know  that  it  would  be  practicable  in  the 
present  state  of  public  opinion,  or  at  least, 
in  the  present  state  of  that  opinion  which 


controls  the  councils  of  the  nation,  to  carry 
out  your  idea,  which  I  believe  to  be  a  just 
idea.  But  there  is  a  mode  which,  it  seems 
to  me,  obviates  all  difficulty,  and  removes 
all  objections,  either  on  the  score  of  policy 
or  of  constitutionality. 

It  is  expected,  for  I  am  so  informed, 
that  I  should  say  something  about  the 
scheme  which  has  been  so  much  agitated, 
generally  known  by  the  nickname  of  "  the 
Ebony  line  of  sieamers."  This  is  the 
proposition.  Sir,  though  not  original  with 
me,  which  I  had  the  honor  to  bring  for- 
ward in  the  House  of  Representatives,  and 
which  I  believe  will  accomplish  the  great 
object  suggested  by  you  in  the  speech  to 
which  I  have  referred.  This  proposition 
had  the  unqualified  approbation  of  the 
President  of  the  Society,  (alluding  to  Mr. 
Clay.)  I  do  not  know.  Sir,  what  your 
views  may  be,(addresf3ing  Mr.  Webster.) 
But  I  think  the  scheme  avoids  all  difficul- 
ties of  a  constitutional  character,  and  ren- 
ders it  possible  for  the  government  of  the 
United  States  to  aid  essentially  in  the 
cause  of  this  Society,  without  offendmg 
the  prejudices  of  any  portion  of  the  people. 

From  the  earliest  period  of  our  history 
under  the  present  constitution,  it  has  been 
the  custom,  as  every  Ijody  knows,  in 
making  our  postal  arrangements,  to  pro- 
vide for  the  carriage  of  the  mails  in  post 
coaches  wherever  the  routes  have  been  of 
much  importance.  And  although  no  one 
probably  would  contend  that  the  govern- 
ment of  the  United  States  has  the  right  to 
establish  and  maintain  stage  coaches  for 
the  purpose  of  carrying  passengers  alone, 
yet  it  is  well  understood  that  this  usual 
requirement  in  the  post  office  contracts, 
altogether  unnecessary  for  the  mere  trans- 
portation of  the  mails,  was  made  for  the 
public  accommodation,  and  for  the  express 
purpose  of  facilitating  the  carrying  of  pas- 
sengers from  or.e  point  to  another.  In  the 
performance  of  its  conceded  constitutional 
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functions,  the  government  1ms  not  fell 
itself  bound,  nor  have  the  people  hereto- 
fore expected  it,  to  hold  itself  aloof  from 
the  public  interest,  whenever  that  could  be 
incidentally  promoted.  Accordintcly,  sim- 
ilar arrangements  have  been  made  for  some 
years  past  with  reference  to  the  foreign 
mails  ;  and  lines  of  steam  vessels  have 
been  established,  connected  with  the  navy, 
and  forming,  as  I  believe,  a  very  important 
and  indispensable  branch  of  the  naval  ser- 
vice, having  precisely  the  same  efie'"t,  and 
with  precisely  a  similar  object — the  ex- 
tension of  the  intercourse  and  commerce 
of  the  country  with  the  difTerent  quarters 
of  tlie  world.  Until  this  African  steam 
line  was  proposed,  having,  in  my  humble 
judgment,  more  important  collateral  ob- 
jects than  any  other,  I  believe  1  never 
heard  of  a  constitutional  objection  to  the 
contracts  which  have  been  entered  into 
for  carrying  the  mail  between  this  and 
other  countries.  I'he  proposition  to  estab- 
lish this  line,  important  as  would  be  its 
bearing  upon  all  the  great  interests  to 
which  I  have  alluded  as  being  involved  in 
the  removal  of  the  free  blacks — interests, 
not  less  momentous  to  our  own  country, 
than  to  those  of  that  little  commonwealth 
on  the  other  shore  of  the  Atlantic,  which  is 
the  worthy  offspring  of  this  Society — it  is 
not,  in  any  particular,  different  in  principle, 
from  any  of  those  lines  which  have  here- 
tofore been  estai>lished  without  objection. 

In  another  pouit  of  view,  I  think  this 
policy  of  very  high  importjmce.  I  believe, 
and  it  is  generally  acknowledged,  that  the 
invention  of  the  steam  engine  will  produce 
«.  thorough  and  complete  revolution  in  the 
art  of  naval  warfare.  It  is  well  known 
that  in  anticipation  of  tliis  revolution, 
which  must  be  exhibited  in  the  next  naval 
conflict  which  shall  occur,  all  the  great 
maritime  powers  of  the  world  have  made 
such  preparation  as  to  have  at  their  com- 


mand an  immense  force  of  steamers  for 
any  sudden  contingencies.  England  has 
numerous  lines  of  .steamers,  established 
upon  the  same  principle  to  which  I  have 
already  referred,  comprising  more  than  a 
hundred  powerful  vessels,  ready  at  any 
moment  to  receive  their  armaments,  and 
to  scour  the  ocean.  In  the  "  Washington 
Union"  of  this  morning,  I  find  the  follow- 
ing extract  from  the  "  London  Times  :" 

"Steam  coMMrMCATioN  with  the  co- 
LOKIF.S.' — The  government  has  advertised 
for  tenders  for  conveying  mails  by  screw 
steamers  between  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope 
and  Ca]cutta,via  the  Mauritius  and  Ceylon. 
This  will  establish  a  steam-packet  com- 
munication between  the  Mauritius  and  this 
country,  both  by  the  Cape  and  overland 
routes.  It  will  also  connect  the  Cape  with 
the  overland  route.  When  the  contract* 
for  conveying  mails  at  present  advertised 
for  are  all  taken,  there  will  be  a  steam- 
packet  communication  with  every  impor- 
tant English  colony  and  possession  in  the 
world,  except  New  Zealand  and  Vancou- 
ver's island.  The  total  cost  to  the  country 
of  the  mail  packet  service  may  be  set 
down  nt  850,000/.  per  annum,  and  next 
year  this  sum  will  be  increased  to  1,000, - 
000/." 

But  in  addition  to  this  information,  which 
shows  very  plainly  the  drift  and  direction 
of  English  naval  policy,  I  was  recently 
informed  by  an  intelligent  gentleman  of 
another  equally  important  fact.  I  do  not 
know  how  authentic  it  may  be,  but  the 
gentleman  who  informed  me  received  it 
from  such  a  source  that  he  gave  it  implicit 
confidence.  He  stated  that  there  is  not  a 
steamer  built  in  England,  by  private  own- 
ers or  companies,  either  for  the  coasting 
or  foreign  trade,  for  which  the  government 
of  Great  Britain  does  not  provide  an  ar- 
mament, marked  and  numbered,  and  de- 
posited in  her  arsenals,  to  be  placed  upon 
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that  ve.ssel  in  the  contingency  of  war. 
And  it  was  stated  as  a  consequence,  that 
if  war  should  break  out  to-morrow,  be- 
tween England  and  any  other  country, 
she  could  put  upon  the  ocean  no  less  than 
a  thousand  steamers,  bearing  these  arma- 
ments. 

I  sliall  not  attempt  to  decide,  for  I  feel 
myself  entirely  incompetent  to  decide,  that 
great  question  which  is  of  so  much  in- 
terest, and  aljout  which  there  is  so  much 
diversity  of  opinion  among  naval  men 
themselves,  whether, in  afuture  war,  steam- 
power  will  be  used  merely  as  an  auxiliary, 
or  whether  it  will  be  the  primary  force  re- 
lied upon.  Certain  it  is,  that  these  swarms 
of  .steamers,  bj'  the  celerity  and  certainty 
of  their  movements,  would  not  only 
sweep  the  ocean,  but  they  could  take  cities 
and  towns,  by  landing  large  forces  at 
any  given  point.  They  could  concentrate 
at  a  designated  spot  in  any  portion  of  the 
world  within  a  given  time,  and  would 
thus  introduce  into  naval  warfare  that  sys- 
tem of  combination  which  has  characteri- 
zed the  operations  of  military  power  since 
tlie  days  of  Napoleon.  They  could  outrun 
and  evade  sailing  vessels,  leave  them  be- 
hind, and  carry  on  commerce  in  spite  of 
them.  So  that  it  may  be  a  question  wor- 
thy of  consideration  whether  steam  is  not 
destined  to  be  the  most  efficient — indeed, 
tiie  indispensable  agent  in  any  future  war, 
instead  of  being,  as  many  suppose,  the 
mere  auxiliary  power  in  aid  of  the  old  or- 
ganization. But  whichever  may  be  the 
truth,  it  cannot  be  doubted,  if  the  facts  I 
have  mentioned  be  well  founded,  that 
England  is  acting  wisely  and  with  proper 
foresight,  in  preparing  to  make  use  of  this 
powerful  agent  upon  so  extensive  a  scale, 
for  her  own  defence,or  for  aggression  upon 
others.  We  are  far  behind  her.  So  far  as 
actually  existing  arrangements — I  mean 
our  state  of  actual  preparation — are  con- 
cerned, we  are  behind  all  the  great  mari- 


time powers  of  the  world — Russia  and 
France  as  well  as  England.  But  I  do  not 
mean  to  say  that  we  are  behind  either  of 
those  powers  in  our  naval  resources — in 
our  capacity,  eventually,  to  put  a  fleet 
upon  the  ocean. 

I  think  it  follows  from  these  considera- 
tions, that  in  entering  upon  this  system  by 
which  the  building  of  steam  vessels  is  en- 
couraged, and  by  which  they  are  kept  con- 
stantly running  to  all  quarters  of  the  world, 
we  not  only  extend  our  commerce  and  re- 
pay fortlie  expenditure  by  t'he  general  ben- 
efits received  from  this  source,  but  we  do 
also,  at  the  same  time,  make  the  best  possi- 
ble preparation,  and  indeed  the  only  valua- 
ble preparation,  for  the  contingency  of  a 
war. 

Mr.  President  and  gentlemen,  there  is  an- 
other consideration  which  for  some  time 
has  been  v.eighing  upon  my  mind,  and 
which  I  have  expressed  to  some  extent 
upon  other  occasions.  But  I  am  almost 
afraid  to  declare  jvhat  I  feel,  because  I 
know  I  shall  be  flying  in  the  face  of  old 
ideas,  and  prejudices  which  have  long  ex- 
isted. But  I  will  venture  to  ask  you  to 
think  of  this  single  fact :  if  we  should  have 
another  twenty-five  years  of  peace,  and  if 
the  expenses  of  our  navy  during  that  period 
should  not  be  reduced,  as  they  probably 
cannot  be  and  ought  not  to  be,  considering 
the  vast  extension  of  our  country  and  its 
prospective  increase  of  population,  the  ex- 
penditures for  the  naval  service  will  amount 
to  at  least  TWO  HUNDREQ  MILL- 
IONS OF  DOLLARS.  (Turning  to  Mr. 
Fillmore  and  Mr.  Webster,)  You  who 
have  the  control  and  management  of  this 
government  and  its  destinies  to  some  ex- 
tent in  your  hands,  and  also  the  destinies 
of  humanity,  so  far  as  the  influence  of  this 
great  Government  goes,  what  are  you  ac- 
complishing by  the  aid  of  this  vast  expen- 
diture ?  Or,  perhaps,  I  ought  rather  to  ask 
what  might  you  not  accomplish  in  the  next 
twenty-five  years  by  the  judicious   use  of 
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these  two  hundred  millions  of  doUais  .'  I 
know  very  well  thnt  the  time  has  not  yet 
come  when  we  can  dispense  with  our  naval 
armaments,  or  with  our  military  forces  on 
shore.  But  I  do  believe  the  time  has  come 
when  the  enlightened  condition  of  the 
world  requires  that  these  vast  expenditures 
m  making  preparation  for  war,  should  be 
made  useful  in  maintaining  the  arts  of 
peace,  and  that  prosperity  which  is  the 
result  of  peace — in  extending  and  promot- 
ing that  invaluable  commerce,  and  that 
friendly  christian  intercourse  of  nations, 
which  the  navy  is  designed  to  protect. 

I  have  said  upon  another  occasion,  that 
when  you  take  one  of  those  magnificent 
steamers,  which  plough  the  ocean  almost 
without  any  indication  of  the  power  which 
produces  the  result,  and  place  upon  her 
an  armament  erected  for  her  own  defence 
and  for  the  defence  of  that  commerce 
which  she  is  calculated  so  much  to  extend, 
you  have  half  accomplished  that  great 
prophecy,  which  perhaps  a  few  generations 
are  to  see  fully  accomplished,  when  the 
sword  shall  be  turned  into  the  plough- 
share. 

The  closer  you  bring  nations  together, 
the  more  intimate  you  make  their  inter- 
course— especially  the  intercourse  of  the 
people  with  each  other — the  more  distant 
do  you  make  the  possibility  of  war.  And 
while  it  is  claimed  that  the  increased  de- 
structivenessof  the  instruments  of  war,  has 
had  a  tendency  to  diminish  the  disposition 
of  nations  to  engage  in  it,  the  invention  of 
the  powerful  agency  of  steam  has  had  a 
still  more  humane  and  noble  influence — that 
is,  to  unite  all  nations  in  an  intimate  broth- 
erly intercourse,  which  is  fast  leading 
them  to  the  conclusion  that  wars  are  no 
longer  necessary,  except  to  minister  to  the 
ambition  of  princes  and  rulers. 

Sir,  I  hold  it  to  be  a  proposition  which 
no  man  can  dispute  or  gainsay,  that  if  our 
country  can  be  as  well  defended  in  the  way 
proposed,  by  which  the  public  expenditure 


will  at  the  same  time  be  made  to  accom- 
plish happy  result.s  for  the  welfare  of  the 
country — if  it  can  be  thus  as  well  defended 
as  it  can  be  by  the  old  system  of  floating 
batteries — the  old  frigates  and  ships  of  the 
line  which  frequently  lie  two  or  two  and  a 
half  years  out  of  three  in  some  distant  port 
— if  you  can  substitute  active  and  efficient 
steamers  for  these  old  vessels,  with  securi- 
ty to  the  country,  and  at  the  same  time 
with  advantage  to  the  commerce  of  the 
country,  it  is  our  solemn  duty  to  do  so. 
Such  will  be  the  judgment  of  the  country- 
such  will  be  the  judgment  of  the  civilized 
world. 

I  do  not  know,  Mr.  President,  that  I 
can  add  any  thing  more  to  the  views  which 
1  have  sketched.  I  have  not  entered  into 
them  with  any  very  great  detail,  because 
I  know  that  to  this  intelligent  audience,  it 
is  necessary  only  to  give  the  great  outlines 
of  my  position.  They  will  themselves 
supply  the  minute  features  of  the  picture. 
I  might  properly  allude  to  the  fact,  that  the 
Government  of  the  United  States  in  former 
times,  has  felt  itself  at  liberty  to  enter  into 
treaties  which  impose  upon  it  the  obligation 
to  keep  a  large  squadron  on  the  coast  of 
Africa  for  the  suppression  of  the  slave- 
trade.  I  believe  now,  the  conviction  is  very 
general,  not  only  in  this  country  but  in 
England,  that  the  combined  navies  of  the 
two  countries  have  done  little  towards  the 
actual  suppression  of  the  trade  in  African 
men.  Sir,  I  heard  j^our  predecessor  in 
that  chair,  (Mr.  Clay,)  the  venerable  Pres- 
ident of  this  Society,  twelve  months  ago, 
demonstrate  in  his  own  most  eloquent 
mode,  that  tlie  Colonization  of  the  Coasts 
of  Africa  was  the  only  efficient  means  of 
accomplishing  tliat  great  result.  One  of 
the  greatest  merits  of  the  Colony  of  Liberia 
— one  of  its  highest  claims  to  your  conside- 
ration and  encouragement— is  the  fact  that 
it  has  done  much;   that  it  promises  to  do 
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Still  more,  to  suppress  this  infamous  traffic. 
Now  I  think  it  -would  be  a.  very  wise 
change — a  very  beneficial  and  humane 
tihange — one  that  would  not  to  any  extent, 
endanger  the  true  interests  of  the  country, 
to  make  use  of  the  expenditure  which  i.s 
now  applied  for  sustaining  this  squadron 
on  the  Coast  of  Africa,  to  establish  a  line 
of  communication,  by  which  the  emigrant 
from  this  country  will  be  afforded  a  cheap, 
quick,  and  comfortable  passage,  to  the 
home  of  his  fathers.  In  a  few  years  what 
might  be  expected  as  the  result  of  the  es- 
tablishment of  such  a  line  ?  Africa  will 
become  a  place  of  promise  to  the  black 
man,  as  this  country  has  become  a  place 
of  promise  to  the  white  man  of  the  Euro- 
pean continent.  It  is  not  supposed  that 
tlie  Government  of  the  United  States,  by 
any  facilities  which  it  might  thus  inciden- 
tally offer,  could  remove  the  whole  race  of 
free  blacks  in  this  country.  But  by  this 
movement,  so  much  strength  and  prosper- 
ity might  be  infused  into  the  new  colony, 
that  the  free  black  man  would  be  attracted, 
and  would  of  his  own  accord,  seek  a  home 
111  Africa.  This  is  the  great  result  atwhich 
this  Society  is  aiming.  When  this  shall 
be  accomplislied,  its  mission  will  have 
been  completed.  The  free  negroes  of  this 
country  will  hasten  to  the  shores  of  Africa, 
they  will  build  vip  a  prosperous  Govern- 
ment; they  will  carry  civilization  and 
Christianity  into  the  interior  of  that  vast 
Continent-  and  they  will  develope  its  re- 
sources to  an  extent  which  will  astonish 
and  delight  marikind. 

I  believe  the  black  man,  in  former  times, 
under  bad  advice  and  baleful  influences, 
has  shown  himself  averse  to  leaving  this 
country  and  taking  up  his  abode  in  Africa. 
Recent  indications,  however,  go  to  show 
that  he  is  beginning  to  change,  and  to 
learn  that  he  can  never  enjoy  true  free- 
dom, or  make  real  progress  in  this  country 


— that  the  desire  to  remove  to  Africa  is 
extending  itself  among  tlie  blacks  them- 
selves. Nothing  remains,  but  that  the 
Government  of  the  United  States  shall  give 
its  favor  and  encouragement  to  this  pro- 
ceeding. This  it  can  do,  without  stepping 
out  of  the  usual  mode  of  accomplishing 
similar  results — without  doing  any  thing 
which  it  has  not  done  often  before,  without 
objection — and  without  contravening  v.ny 
constitutional  principle,  or  any  cherished 
principle  of  policy. 

iVIr.  President,  I  forbear  to  speak  of  the 
capacities  of  that  country  for  agricultural 
and  commercial  development.  There  is  a 
vast  field  of  investigation  which  I  leave  fur 
others  to  explore.  1  will  not  even  speak 
of  the  commercial  advantages  which  in  the 
course  of  time  might  accrue  from  the  partic- 
ular measure,  which  I  have  now  especially 
advocated.  I  leave  all  these  to  other  gen- 
tlemen, or  for  other  occasions.  I  am 
aware  that  other  gentlemen  are  expected  to 
address  you,  and  I  will  no  longer  keep  you 
from  th€  enjoyment  of  those  better  things, 
which,  I  have  no  doubt,  are  in  store  for 
you. 

The  Rev.  Philip  Slaughter,  of 
Virginia,  was  nextintroduced.  He 
offered  the  following  resolution,  viz: 

Resolved,  That  the  scheme  of 
African  Colonization  affords  a  basis 
broad  enongh  for  Christians  of  ail 
creeds  and  politicians  of  all  partie? 
to  stand  upon  ;  and  that  its  princi- 
ples and  conduct  are  in  entire  har- 
mony with  the  rights  of  individuals, 
the  rights  of  the  States,  and  oar  ob- 
ligations to  the  Union  and  to  God. 

In  support  of  this  resolution,  Mr. 
Slaughter  spoke  as  follows  : 

Mr.  President  :  In  the  year  ]G07  three 
English  ships  were  driven  by  stress  of 
weather  into  the  Capes  of  Virginia,    and. 
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having  ascended  the  Jame.s  river,  ell'ected 
the  first  settlement  of  tlie  wliite  race  upon 
the  continent  of  America.  About  twelve 
years  afterwards,  in  the  ytar  16i20,  a 
Dutch  man-of-war  ascended  the  same 
river  and  hinded  at  the  same  place  twenty 
African  slaves.  And  now,  for  the  first 
time,  the  white  man,  the  black  man  and 
the  red  man  stood  face  to  face  and  gazed 
upon  each  other  in  the  New  World. 

From  that  moment,  these  iliree  races 
.itancd  upon  a  new  career — a  career  which 
is  even  now  in  the  process  of  dcvelope- 
ment  before  our  eyes — a  career  which  was 
destined,  in  my  humble  judgment,  to 
fulfill  upon  a  large  scale  that  remarkable 
prophecy  uttered  thousands  of  years  be- 
fore by  the  patriarch  Noah,  when,  in 
thei:iameof  God,  he  proclaimed,  "God 
shall  enlarge  Japeth  and  he  shall  dwell 
in  the  tents  of  Shem,  and  Canaan  shall  be 
his  servant." 

The  contemplation  of  the  career  upon 
v.-hich  those  three  races  started  at  that  event- 
ful moment  may  teach  us  some  exceed- 
ingly instructive  and  interesting  lessons. 
There  was  the  white  man,  the  type  of 
Christian  civilization.  He  began  imme-  | 
diately  to  increase  and  multiply  in  the 
most  rapid  and  wonderful  manner.  In  a 
very  few  years,  or  in  a  comparatively 
short  time,  he  penetrated  every  river  that 
opened  its  mouth  into  the  Atlantic  ocean — 
he  ascended  every  hill — he  passed  every  | 
mounttiin — poured  along  the  valleys  and 
spread  over  the  entire  continent  of  Anit-ri- 
ca.  But  not  merely  has  he  subdued  die 
v.ilderness  and  made  those  vast  solitudes 
which  hitherto  were  unljroken,  save  by 
the  war-whoop  of  the  Indian  and  the 
scream  of  the  eagle,  vocal  wiih  the  hum  of 
industry  and  with  the  songs  of  Christian 
praise;  but,  in  the  same  space  of  time,  he 
has  accomplished  a  revolution  which  has 
no  parallel  in  tlie  annals  of  the  world.   He 


has  reared  the  fabrics  of  government 
I  which  have  no  model  upon  the  face  of  the 

Globe — governments  which  are  now  at- 
I  attracting   the   observation    of  the   entire 

world.  The  kings  of  the  continent  of 
^  Europe  at  this  very  moment  are  looking 

with   awe    and    disquietude   upon    "  this 

new     Rome   rising   in     the  West,"    the 
I 
j  foreshadows  of  whose  greatness  yet  to  be 

!  are  extending   darkly   and    heavily  over 
I  tlieir  dominions  and  obscuring  the  lustre 
of  their  thrones. 

Where  are  the  other  parties  to  this  in- 
teresting meeting?  The  red  man  has 
retired  before  the  rising  tide  of  white 
population,  receding  from  the  Blue  Ridge 
to  the  Alleghany — from  the  Alleghany  to 
the  Mississippi,  and  disappearing  from 
each  in  quick  succession,  like  snow  before 
the  sun.  He  may  linger  for  a  few  years 
in  our  Western  horizon,  but  is  destined 
ere  long  to  make  his  "  ocean  grave  with 
the  setting  sun."  His  history  is  an  in- 
structive instance  of  the  effect  of  leaving 
an  inferior  in  immediate  contact  with  a 
superior  race,  and  in  the  enjoyment  of  its 
own  wild  hberty. 

To  return  to  the  African.  Had  he  been 
left,  like  the  Indian,  in  his  native  freedom, 
his  would  have  been  the  fate  of  the  Indian. 
But  in  the  mysterious  providence  of  God, 
the  African  was  "  bound  to  the  car  of  the 
Anglo-American,"  who  has  borne  him 
along  with  him  in  his  upward  career, 
protecting  his  weakness,  and  providing 
for  him  physical  comforts  which  were 
never  enjoyed  by  the  Indian,  nor  indeed 
by  the  lower  classes  in  any  co.;  "ry  under 
the  sun. 

Accordingly  he  has  grown  with  our 
growth  and  strengthened  with  our  strength, 
until  he  is  numbered  by  millions  instead 
of  scores,  and  if  the  accession  by  immi- 
gration had  not   been  arrested,  the  black 
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might  have    surpassed  the  white    popula-  j 
tion. 

In  the  meantime  the  black  man  has  been 
trained  in  the  habits,  manners  and  arts  of 
civihzed  life — been  made  acquainted  with 
the  Christian  religion  and  been  gradually 
rising  in  the  intellectual  and  moral  order 
until  he  is  far  above  his  race  in  their  native 
seats.  In  these  facts,  Sir,  we  see  some 
traces  of  the  designs  of  an  all-wise  Provi- 
dence in  jiermitting  the  black  man  to  be 
brought  here  and  placed  in  contact  with  the 
institutions  of  Christian  civilization.  As 
we  proceed,  we  shall  discover  new  and 
more  beautiful  instances  of  design,  as  the 
liistory  of  the  race  is  evolved  under  the 
Providence  of  God. 

rv'o  sooner  had  we  taken  our  place  as  an 
independent  power  among  the  nations  of 
tlie  earth,  tlian  a  new  phenomenon  pre- 
sented itself  to  our  view — to  wit. — The 
class  of  free  colored  people.  The  thirteen 
colonies  which  adopted  the  Declaration  of 
liidependenre,  were  slave-holders.  When 
these  colonies  became  States,  they  reserved 
their  sovereign  power  over  the  question  of 
slavery.  In  the  exercise  of  their  sover- 
eignity, seven  of  the  original  thirteen,  in 
process  of  time,  emancipated  their  slaves. 
Many  individuals  in  the  Southern  States, 
emancipated  a  still  larger  number.  This 
new  phenomenon  soon  began  to  attract  j 
the  public  attention.  The  agitation  of  the 
subject  began  in  the  Legislature  of  Vir- 
ginia in  177C,  but  nothing  definite  was  done. 
In  after  years  the  subject  was  repeatedly 
discussed  in  the  Legislature  and  was  a 
m.atter  of  grave  consideration  and  of  cor- 
respondence and  consultation  among  the 
leading  statesmen  of  the  commonwealth, 
who  at  last  concluded  that  it  would  be  a  ! 
wise  measure  of  policy  as  well  as  an  act  [ 
of  humanity  to  remove  this  anomalous  class 
of  people  from  the  State.     Measures  were  i 


accordingly   taken  to  effect  this   object  in 
co-operation  with  the  general  government. 

For  many  years  previous  to  this  era. 
Christian  men  had  been  anxiously  ponder- 
ing the  problem  of  the  conversion  of  Africa 
to  Christianity.  When  adventurous  trav- 
ellers and  missionaries,  who  had  penetra- 
ted the  interior  of  that  continent,  returned 
and  disclosed  the  condition  of  that  unhappy 
people — generation  after  generation  of 
whom, had  for  centuries  been  going  down  to 
their  graves  unblessed  by  the  light  of  Chris- 
tianity ,and  living  millions  still  groaning  un- 
der the  yoke  of  the  most  debasing  bondage 
and  the  most  cruel  superstition  to  which 
humanity  ever  bent  the  knee  or  bowed  the 
mind,  tlie  mighty  heart  of  Christendom 
i)eat  with  the  liveliest  sympathy,  and  a  cry 
of  horror  went  up  from  all  her  borders. — 
Shamed  by  past  apathy,  and  burning  with 
present  zeal,  different  branches  of  the 
Church,  projected  mission  after  mission 
and  sent  them  forth  at  an  immense  expense 
of  life  and  treasure  to  convey  the  glad  tid- 
ings of  salvation  to  these  perishing  millions. 
The  experiment  was  tried  for  more  than 
200  years,  and  the  result  was  an  absolnte 
failure  ;  and  the  bones  of  a  noble  army  of 
martyrs,  bleached  the  burning  sands  of 
that  benighted  land.  When  the  heart  of 
Christendom  had  again  sunk  down  uito  ap- 
athy and  black  despair  seemed  to  rest  on  the 
prospect  in  that  direction,  then  it  was  that 
the  happy  thought  occurred  to  many  chris- 
tian minds  who  had  been  long  pondering 
the  problem  presented  by  the  presence  of 
the  free  colored  people  in  this  country,  and 
also  the  unhappy  condition  of  Africa,  of 
taking  these  very  persons  whose  presence 
was  not  desired  here,  and  whose  removal 
was  eminently  desirable  on  many  accounts, 
and  sending  them  back  to  the  land  of  their 
fathers  bearing  along  witli  them  the  Ark 
of  God,  and  all  the  institutions  of  Christian 
civilization. 

Here  is  one  of  those  remarkable  instan- 
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ces  in  which  Divine  Providence  acts  fiir 
out  of  the  siglit  of  men.  In  allowing 
these  persons  to  be  kept  liere  for  200 
years  in  contact  with  the  institutions  of 
Christian  civilization,  daily  rising  in  the 
scale  of  intellectual  and  moral  improve- 
ment, having  become  acquainted  with 
the  principles,  and  in  many  instances  im- 
bued with  the  spirit  of  the  religion  of 
Jesus  Christ — God,  as  it  has  been  beauti- 
fully and  eloquently  said,  had  been  long 
elaborating  in  the  depths  of  his  own  un- 
fathomable counsel,  just  as  he  elaborates 
the  diamond  in  the  mine,  that  gem  of 
Christian  civilization  which  now  blazes  on 
-the  sable  brow  of  Africa. 

Politicians  looking  at  this  question  from 
•  a  political  point  of  view,  and  actuated  by 
:  political  considerations  merely,  were  also 
pondering  this  very  problem,  and  contem- 
porary with  tlie  conclusion  to  which 
christians  came,  they  had  come  to  identi- 
cally the  same  conclusion.  Accordingly, 
as  we  all  know,  politicians  of  all  parties, 
and  Christians  of  all  creeds,  assembled  here 
in  the  city  of  Washington  in  1816,  and  laid 
the  foundation  of  the  very  Society  whose 
35th  anniversary  we  are  now  celebrating, 
burying  under  its  corner-stone  all  party 
feeling  in  politics — all  sectarian  jealousies  ' 
in  religion.  What  but  the  superintending 
providence  of  God  could  have  produced 
this    conjuncture    of   circumstances    and 

union  of  minds.  | 

I 
Men  of  the  highest  sanctity  of  character  ' 

and  splendor  of  talent — burning  and  shin-  ' 
ing  lights  in  the  church  and   in  the  State, 
were  present  and  participated  in  the  pro-  , 
ceedings  which  are  familiar  to  us   all. —  i 
The  result  of  their  deliberations  was  that 
in    1820,  Cjust  200  years  after  the  land- 
ing of  the   blacks    in    Jamestown,)    the 
"Elizabeth"  sailed  for  the  coast  of  Africa 
M'ith   83  emigrants  and  a  few  white  men 
'.who   had  volunteered   to   be   pioneers  in 


this  perilous  cnterprize.  I  will  not  detain 
you  by  reciting  the  affecting  story  of  their 
adventures,  which  in  many  incidents  are 
strangely  like  those  of  the  first  settlers  of 
our  own  country. 

Only  30  years  have  elapsed  and  what 
has  been  the  result.     I  will  not  enter  inU) 
the  details.     You    have  heard    many   of 
them   already  in  the  annual  report.     But 
what  has  been  the  general  result .'    There 
it  stands  in  the  sight  of  all  men,  a  Chris- 
tian Republic  in  the  very  central  region  of 
African  barbarism  and  the  slave  trade,  a 
republic  of  free   blacks   constructed   after 
the  model  of  our  own,  with   all  the  ma- 
chinery of  a  free  republican  government, 
presided  over  and  administered   in  all  its 
departments  by  free  colored  men  from  the 
United  States  of  America.     There  are  be- 
tween 20  and   30  Christian    Churches   in 
full  and  successful  operation.     There  are 
'  Sunday  schools  and  day   schools.     Thert 
are   printing   presses   and    newspapers. — 
i  There  is  all    the   apparatus  of  Christian 
.  civilization  in  full  and  distinct  and  visible 
I  operation,   exerting  a   powerful   influence 
!  upon   hundreds  and    thousands  of  the  na- 
;  tives   who    are  daily  coming   within  the 
I  range  of  its  uifluence.     We  are  told  that 
,  even   Kings  are   coming  already   to    the 
brightness  of  the  rising  of  this  Lone  Star, 
I  and  bringing  their  children  to  be  educated 
I  in  the  principles  of  free  government,  and 
still  more  in  the  principles   and  glad  tid- 
ings of  salvation  by  Jesus  Christ  our  Sa- 
viour.    We  have  thus  pushed  the  base  of 
our  missionary  operations  in  Africa  across 
the  Atlantic,  4000  miles  in  advance  of  our 
former   centre  of  operations.     And  it  is  a 
fact  worthy  of  being  noted  that  white  mis- 
sionaries  are  now    able   to  maintain  their 
ground  by  means  of  the  comfort  and  protec- 
tion afforded  by  the  presence  of  the  Colonies. 
Mr.   President,  I  desire  to  consider  in 
a   few  w^ords    in  the    conclusion    of  thi.= 
rapid  and  desultory  view  of  the  question. 
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what  i.s  our  duty  as  patriotic  men  r  What 
is  our  duty  as  humane  men  r  What  is 
our  duty  as  Christian  men  in  relation  to 
this  great  measure  of  State  pohcy  and  of 
Christian  beneficence.  First,  then,  this  is 
rt  question  of  humanity.  There  is  a  large 
class,  now  amounting  to  between  300  and 
500,000  of  our  fellow-creatures  occupying 
a  state  of  intellectual,  of  moral,  of  social, 
and  of  political  degradation  far  below  that 
of  the  white  population  and  in  many  cases 
even  of  our  slaves.  There  are  some  vis- 
ionaries who  profess  to  entertain  the  ex- 
pectation and  the  hope  that  these  persons 
will  some  day  or  other  he  brought  to  stand 
upon  the  same  platform  of  political  and 
social  equality  with  the  white  race.  Sir, 
no  dream  in  the  Arabian  Tales  was  ever 
more  vain,  mischievous,  and  visionary. — 
It  is  utterly  impossible.  Almighty  God 
lias  placed  between  us  and  them  by  a  visi- 
ble mark,  an  impassable  gulf.  No  human 
power  or  wisdom  can  ever  bridge  that  gulf 
80  that  they  can  come  over  and  stand  on 
the  same  platform  of  political  and  social 
equality  with  us.  No,  sir,  they  stand  and 
frown  upon  each  other — 

"Like  cliffs  that  have  been  rent  asunder, 
A  dreary  sea  now  rolls  between  ; 

But  neither  heat,  nor  frost,  nor  thunder, 
Shall  ever  do  away,  I  ween, 

The  marks  of  that  which  once  hath  been." 
[Applause.] 

It  does  not  become  me,  perhaps,  to 
apeak  of  this  question  in  a  political  aspect ; 
but  I  will  say  one  word  upon  that  point. 
We  are  all  patriotic  men.  All  American 
citizens  are  patriotic  men.  All  admire  and 
love  the  institutions  of  their  country,  and 
desire  to  perpetuate  them  to  the  latest  pos-  \ 
terity.  Need  I  suggest  what  is  the  cause  ; 
which  hascome  more  nearly  than  any  other 
cause,  to  overwiielm  this  proud  fa!)ric  of 
free  government,  to  which  the  thousands 
and  tens  of  thousands  of  refugees  from  the 
old  and  worn-out  governments  of  Europe, 


are  flocking  every  day,  as  doves  to  their 
windows  !  It  is  this  very  question  of  the 
black  race.  Do  we  not  know  that  ques- 
tions connected  with  this  very  class  have 
agitated  this  country — have  shaken  the 
great  fabric  of  government  from  its  base 
to  its  topmost  turret,  have  made  it  heave 
to  and  fro  as  if  with  a  mighty  moral  earth- 
quake, and  have  threatened  utterly  to 
overwhelm  it  in  one  entire  and  tremendous 
ruin.  Is  it  not  clear  that  if  this  Society 
proceeds  to  do  as  it  has  already  done,  it 
will  abstract,  to  a  certain  extent,  some  of 
the  causes  of  this  political  cigitation,  in  en- 
tire harmony  with  the  rights  of  individ- 
uals, the  rights  of  property,  the  rights  of 
the  States,  and  all  our  obligations  to  the 
Union  and  to  God  .'  If  it  tends  to  abstract 
one  of  those  causes  of  political  agitation 
and  disturbance,  does  it  not  tend  in  the 
same  ratio  to  establish  and  perpetuate  our 
free  and  glorious  institutions  ?  Is  there  an 
American  citizen  who  will  not  do  all  that 
in  him  lies,  in  the  providence  of  God,  to 
hand  down  to  his  posterity  this  noble 
structure,  under  whose  shadow  such  mul- 
titudes of  the  miserable  and  oppressed  from 
every  nation  of  the  earth  are  now  taking 
shelter?  Sir,  it  is  encouragmg  us,  to  see 
among  the  bright  names  upon  the  roll  of 
our  Society,  those  of  the  men  who  laid  tlie 
foundation  of  our  government,  and  ce- 
mented it  with  their  blood,  as  well  as  of 
those  who  have  built  up  its  walls,  and 
who  now  stand  as  the  firmest  pillars  and 
the  most  graceful  ornaments  of  that  won- 
drous structure,  whose  crowning  dome  is 
the  constitution  of  the  United  States. 

Again,  notto  dwell  on  this  l)rancli  of  the 
subject,  we  are  Christians,  and  this  sub- 
ject has  a  missionary  aspect.  There  are 
thousands  and  tens  of  thousands  of  Chris- 
tians in  this  country,  who  believe  that  we 
have  now  clear  and  distinct,  and  most  en- 
couraging evidence,  that  this  is  one  of  the- 
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special  modes  by  which  God's  providence 
is  going  to  solve  that  so  long  vexed  and 
perplexing  prol)lcm  of  the  establishment 
of  Christianity  in  Africa.  So  long  as  the 
white  man  was  employed  as  the  instru- 
ment for  con\eying  the  gospel  to  Africa, 
all  his  efforts  were  attended  with  ab- 
solute faihn-e.  Utter  f^iilurc  was  written 
upon  them  alb  It  would  seem  as  if 
Almighty  God,  by  these  dispensations 
of  his  providence,  had  absolutely  inter- 
dicted that  land  to  the  white  man  ;  and 
that  he  had  been  preparing  these  per- 
sons, wiio  can  live  in  that  clime,  so  fatal 
to  the  white  man,  to  be  instruments  of 
the  entire  and  permanent  establishment 
of  all  the  institutions  of  Christianity  and 
free  government  in  that  benighted  land. 
Oh  !  what  an  animating  view  is  not  this 
to  the  Christian  ;  and  what  a  powerful 
stimulus  should  it  not  give  to  our  sup- 
port of  this  great  scheme  of  African  colo- 
nization. There  are  many  of  us  who  do 
not  doubt  for  one  single  moment,  how- 
ever vain  and  chimerical,  or  visionary, 
other  persons  may  deem  it,  that  this 
instrumentality  will  have  precisely  that 
full  and  glorious  developement  and  issue. 
Sir,  there  stands  upon  the  coast  of  Af- 
rica a  civilized  community,  whose  in- 
fluence is  felt  throughout  all  the  region 
round  about.  Why  should  not  that  in- 
strumentality be  used  by  Divine  Provi- 
dence for  the  purpose  of  the  entire  regene- 
ration of  the  whole  continent  of  Africa.' 
Is  that  too  much  for  the  eye  of  faith  to 
anticipate  ?  Why,  let  us  reflect  a  moment 
upon  the  history  of  our  own  country.  It 
has  been  well  asked,  where  was  the  Chris- 
tian, or  the  politician,  sufiiciently  saga- 
cious to  see  in  that  little  tobacco  plan- 
tation at  Jamestown,  two  hundred  years 
ago,  or  in  tliat  little  company  which 
was  wafted  across  the  wintry  ocean 
in    the   ..May  Ftoirer  and  landed  upon  the 


barren  rock  of  Plymouth,  the  germs  of 
this  colossal  America  of  our.<5,  which  now 
stands  with  her  feet  in  the  tropics,  her 
head  reposing  upon  the  snows  of  Canada, 
stretching  her  right  hand  to  the  Pacific 
and  her  left  hand  to  the  Atlantic  in  token 
of  welcome  and  shelter  to  the  refugee  and 
oppressed  of  all  lands.  (GrecU  applause.) 
Why  may  we  not  anticipate  that  God  will 
thus  bless  that  Lone  Star  which  nowshines 
with  fitful  and  tremulous  light  in  the  very 
central  regions  of  xVfrican  barbarism  and 
the  slave  trade,  and  that,  by  his  blessing 
upon  it,  upon  our  prayers,  upon  our  ex- 
ample, and  upon  the  efforts  of  individuals, 
of  States,  and  of  the  United  States,  that 
Lone  Star  may  become  a  mighty  constella- 
tion like  our  own,  sliining  like  light-hou- 
ses around  the  coast  of  Africa,  their  light 
transmitted  through  all  the  dark  valleys  of 
the  shadow  of  death,  until  the  very  Moun- 
tains of  the  Moon  reflecting  the  Sun  of 
Righteousness,  shall  light  up  the  midnight 
of  African  barbarism. 

The  Reverend  Gentleman  resumed 
his  seat  amidst  irreat  applause. 

The  Hon.  Daniel  Webster  next 
addressed  the  Society,  as  follows  : 

Gen'tlemev  of  the  Coloxization  So- 
ciety : — It  is  now  many  years  since  I 
took  part  in  the  original  organization  of 
this  society.  It  was  formed  under  ihe 
lead  of  Southern  gentlemen.  Its  first  ' 
President,  if  I  remember  aright,  was  that 
most  estimable,  virtuous,  and  distinguish- 
ed magistrate, Judge  Bushrod  Washington. 
In  the  list  of  its  Vice  Presidents  at  that 
time,  if  I  remember  aright,  was  the  gen- 
tleman to  whom  allusion  has  already  been 
made — the  present  President  of  this  Socie- 
ty. Circumstances  have  not  called  ujmn. 
nor  even  permitted  me,  in  the  course  of 
the  many  years  that  have  rolled  over  our 
heads  from  that  day  to  this,  to  take  any 
particular  active  part  in  furthering  the  ob- 
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jects  or  promoting  the  success  of  this  So- 
ciety. I  liave,  nevertheless,  never  for  a 
moment  entertained  a  dor.'ut  thjtt  its  ol'jcot 
was  useful,  that  to  a  certain  degree  it  was 
practicable  and  that  in  the  end  it  might 
show  itself  to  be  of  thehighestimportance 
in  producing  beneficial  effects  upon  the 
state  of  socieiy  among  us  arising  from  the 
mixed  races  that  inhabit  the  United  States. 

Gentlemen,  there  is  a  Power  above  us 
which  sees  the  end  of  all  things  from  the 
beginning,  though  we  see  it  not.  Almighty 
God  is  his  own  interpreter  of  the  ways  of 
iiis  own  providence ;  and  I  sometimes 
contemp.late  v.'ith  amazement,  and  1  may 
say  with  adoration,  events  which  have  ta- 
ken place  tlirough  the  instrumentality  of 
the  cupidity  and  criminality  of  men,  de- 
signed nevertheless  to  work  out  great  ends 
of  beneficence  and  goodness,  by  our  Crea- 
tor. (Applause.) 

As  has  been  said  by  the  eloquent  and 
reverend  gentleman  who  has  addressed  us, 
African  slaves  were  brought  hither,  to  the 
shores  of  this  continent,  almost  simulta- 
neously with  the  first  tread  of  a  white 
man's  foot  upon  this,  our  North  America. 
We  see  in  that,  our  short-sightedness  only 
sees,  the  effect  of  a  desire  of  the  white 
man  to  ap|iropriate  to  himself  the  results 
of  the  labor  of  the  black  man  as  an  inferi- 
or and  a  slave.     Now  let  us  look  at  it. 

These  negroes,  and  all  who  liave  suc- 
ceeded them,  brought  hither  as  captives 
taken  in  the  wai-s  of  their  own  petty  prov- 
inces, ignorant  and  barbarous,  without  the 
knowledge  of  God,  and  with  no  reasona- 
ble knowledge  of  their  own  character  and 
condition,  liave  come  here,  and  here,  al- 
though in  a  subordinate,  in  an  interior,  in 
an  enslaved  condition,  have  learned  more 
and  become  to  know  more  of  themselves 
and  of  their  Creator,  than  all  whom  they 
have  left  behind  them  in  their  own  barbar- 
ous kingdoms.  It  would  seem  that  this 
is  the  mode,  as  far  as  we  can  judge,  this  is 


'  the  destiny,  the  rule  of  things,  established 
by  Providence,  by  which  knowledge,  let- 
ters, and  Christianity  shall  be  returned  bv 
the  descendants  of  those  poor  ignorant 
barbarians  who  were  brought  here  as  slaves, 
to  the  country  from  which  they  came. 

Who  but  must  wonder,  who  can  fiil  to 
see  what  appears  to  be  so  plainly  tiie  in- 
dication in  the  providence  of  God.  He 
who  now  goes  back  to  Africa  under  the 
auspices  of  this  Society  is  an  intelligent 
man.  He  knows  that  he  is  an  immortal 
man,  what  his  ancestors  hardly  knew  ex- 
cept from  that  instinctive  principle  whicli 
pervades  all  human  nature,  that  there  is  an 
hereafter.  He  has  the  lights  of  knowl- 
edge; he  has  the  lights  of  Christianity,  and 
he  goes  back  infinitely  more  advanced  in 
all  that  makes  him  a  respectable  human  be- 
ing than  his  ancestors  were  when  they 
were  brought  from  the  barbarism  of  Africa 
to  slavery  in  the  United  States.  (Applause.) 

Gentlemen,  the  ways  of  Providence  are 
dark  and  intricate.  Our  imagination  tracers 
them  in  vain.  We  do  not  see  where  the 
combination  end.s  ;  but  we  may  depend 
upon  it  that  since  there  are  various  race.s 
upon  earth,  since  there  are,  as  it  seems  to 
me  unquestionable  that  there  are,  instruc- 
tive repulsions  between  tliese  races  grown 
up  during  thousands  of  years  by  difference 
of  climate  and  difference  of  color,  there  is 
nevertheless  an  end  in  view  in  the  provi- 
dence of  our  Creator  which  will  be  promo- 
tive of  the  happiness  of  all  by  the  agency 
of  the  benevolent  and  well  disposed  in  this 
modern  and  civilized  age.  Emigration 
from  land  to  land — emigration  from  coun- 
try to  country,  is  one  of  the  new  and 
striking  ideas  of  thir,  age.  I  say  it  is  a 
new  idea.  I  do  not  mean  that  emigration 
from  region  to  region  ha.s  not  been  knov/n 
from  time  immemorial,  but  I  say  as  agreat 
movement  of  society,  as  a  great  operation 
in  the  commercial,  political,  and  moral 
world,  emigration  has  now  become  an  em- 
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inent  and  predominant  idea  und  object. —  !, 
We  see  it  in  more  instanci-s  ilinn  one  and  i 
in  more  relations  ilian  one.  | 

One  of  the  wisest  "gentlemen  that  it  lias  J 
ever  been  my  ibrtune  in  public  life  to  be  | 
concerned  with,  the  late  Lord  Ashburton,  , 
in  a  correspondence  which  he  had  with  j 
this  government  while  hi-'re,  remarked 
that  it  seemed  to  be  the  desii;;n  of  Provi- : 
dence, — by  facilitating  the  intercourse  be- 
tween country  and  country,  by  causing 
the  transmission  of  men  from  one  conti- 
nent to  another,  to  be  only  the  work  of  so 
much  time,  juid  that  a  short  time,  and  that 
time  continually  growing  siiorter, — by  that 
particular  branch  of  advam-ement  in  the 
arts,  to  average  the  populatiim  of  the 
world  upon  the  area  of  the  world,  to  ena- 
iile  Europe  to  pour  forth  her  over  popula- 
tion, and  to  spread  that  population  upon 
tlie  too  tliinly  peopled  country  of  North 
America.  This  great  woik  of  averaging 
men  upon  acres,  of  giving  every  man 
breadth  and  room  and  space,  especially  as 
applied  to  our  Anglo-Saxon  race,  to  spread 
them  with  their  knowledge  and  their  prin- 
ciples, their  activity,  and  their  energy,  and 
their  love  of  liberty ,civil  and  religious.over 
the  largest  possible  space  on  the  habitable 
globe,  is  the  great  idea  of  emigration  in 
our  time.  We  cannot  stop  it.  We  ought 
not  to  desire  to  stop  it.  It  has  for  a  time 
ii3  inconvenience.  It  brings  among  us 
persons  not  as  yet  entirely  or  very  much 
acquainted  with  our  system,  bringing  per- 
haps in  many  cases  too  much  of  the  notions 
in  which  they  were  bred,  to  the  new  coun- 
try to  which  they  come.  That  is  the  af- 
fair of  a  generation  ;  and  all  the  evil  that 
IS  in  it  is  suppressed,  overgrown,  and 
done  away  with  in  the  next  generation. — 
Of  all  those  foreigners  who  are  among  us 
now,  stretching  all  the  way  from  the  sea 
coast  to  the  Missisippiand  beyond  the  Mis- 
sissippi, English,  Irish,  French,  Germans, 
from    whatsoever    country,   a  generation 


hence,  they  are  all  Americans  like  our- 
selves. (Applause.)  We  cannot  resist  this 
course  of  things  if  we  would,  and  we 
ought  not  to  resist  it  if  we  could.  It  is  in 
that  order  of  things,  in  that  destiny  of  na- 
tions, wliich  is  prescribed  by  the  providence 
of  God,  and  to  which  we  must  submit. 

There  is  another  sort  of  emigration.  It 
is  the  emigration  from  the  New  World,  or 
this  Western  continent,  to  the  Eastern — the 
emigration  of  the  free  colored  race,  with 
some  degree  of  information,  with  some  no- 
tions of  religion  and  free  goverinnent,  and 
with  some  notions  of  what  belongs  to 
civilized  life,  and  in  many  respects  with  a 
considerable  idea  of  ih.it,  from  these  United 
Slates  back  to  the  land  of  Ham,  from 
which  their  fathers  were  brought  in  chains 
and  slavery. 

I  do  not  know,  I  do  not  profess  to  fore- 
see, what  may  happen  in  years  to  come, 
or  in  generations  to  come,  but  I  say  wii 
frankness  and  confidence,  that  it  appears  i 
me  that  the  emigration  of  the  free  blacks 
from  this  country  to  Africa  is  destined  to 
produce  great  good.  If  it- be  true,  as  I  be- 
lieve it  is,  without  entering  into  any  phy- 
sical argument  on  the  subject,  that  an 
aimdgamation  of  the  races  here  is  not  prac- 
ticable, then  the  ne<essary  result  is  that  a 
sepaj'ation  of  the  races  so  as  to  enable  each 
to  pursue  its  own  ends,  its  own  social  in- 
stitutions, its  own  physical  alliances  and 
affinities,  is  what  humanity  requires  under 
the  influence  of  the  same  general  princi- 
ples of  public  liberty,  and  under  the  influ- 
ence of  the  same  light  of  the  Christian  re- 
ligion. This  appears  to  me  to  be  prac- 
ticable and  desirable. 

Tiiere  are  half  a  million  of  persons  in 
the  United  States,  of  the  African  race,  free. 

Well,  it  is  a  great  work  to  place  them  in 
a  condition  and  in  a  place  in  which  they 
may  not  only  be  free,  but  in  which  they 
may  be  subject  to  no  feeling  of  inferiority. 
No  man  flourishes,  no  man  grows  in  a 
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State  of  conscious  inferiority,  any  more 
than  a  vegetable  grows  in  tlie  dark.  He 
must  come  out.  He  must  feel  his  equality. 
He  must  enjoy  the  shining  sun  in  the 
Heavens  as  much  as  those  around  him  i)e- 
fore  he  feels  that  he  i.s  in  all  respects  a 
man.  (Applause.)  Now  it  appears  to  me 
that  this  emigration  is  not  impracticable. 
Wliat  is  it  to  the  great  resources  of  this 
country,  to  send  out  a  hundred  thousand 
persons  a  year  to  Africa?  In  my  opinion, 
without  any  violation  of  the  analogies 
which  we  have  followed  in  other  cases,  in 
pursuance  of  our  commercial  regulations, 
upon  the  same  principles  as  have  already 
been  stated  by  the  honorable  gentleman 
fro]n  Tennessee,  who  has  addressed  the 
meeting,  it  is  within  our  constitution — it 
is  within  the  powers  and  provisions  of  tliat 
constitution,  as  a  part  of  our  commercial 
arrangements,  just  as  we  enter  into  treaties 
and  pass  laws  for  the  suppression  of  the 
slave  trade.  If  we  look  now  to  other  in- 
stances, we  shall  see  how  great  may  be 
the  emigration  of  individuals,  with  slight 
means  from  government. 

What  has  been  the  result  witliin  a  very 
few  years?  Why,  if  the  efforts  of  this 
Si)ciety,  sustained  and  encouraged  by  the 
General  Government,  should  in  five  years 
accomplish  half  as  much  as  has  been  ac- 
complished in  Ireland  by  individual  action 
and  very  slight  governmental  support  in 
the  emigration  of  persons  from  Ireland, 
the  wliole  work  would  be  done.  A  mil- 
lion and  a  half  of  persons  have  become 
emigrants  from  Ireland  within  a  very  few 
years.  There  has  been  an  actual  diminu- 
tion of  the  population  of  Ireland  to  the  ex- 
tent which  I  have  mentioned,  within  some 
three  or  four  or  five  years.  They  come 
here,  a  white  race,  they  join  a  wliite  race, 
laboring  men,  in  the  general  well  disposed, 
they  go  into  our  forests,  at  first  not  well 
acquainted  with  our  institutions,  gradually 
obtaining  that  information,   surrendering 


themselves  to  the  general  current  and  tone 
and  feeling  of  society,  becoming  more  and 
tnore  industrious,  until,  as  I  have  said,  in 
the  next  generation,  they  are  Americans 
without  reference  to  origin.  If  to  this 
extent  the  population  of  Ireland  has  been 
poured  upon  this  country  and  upon  Can- 
ada, and  perhaps  in  some  degree  upon  the 
possessions  in  Asia — if  to  the  extent  of  one 
million  and  a  half  of  persons  the  general 
population  of  Ireland  has  been  diminished 
within  five  years,  when  these  wiiites  come 
from  that  land  and  join  whites  here,  what 
could  we  not  do  to  accomplish  the  object 
of  sending  free  black  persons  to  join  otiier 
free  black  persons  in  the  country  of  their 
ancestors  ? 

At  this  late  hour  of  the  evening,  gentle- 
men, it  is  not  my  intention  to  pursue 
these  remarks.  I  concur  entirely  in  the 
views  suggested  by  both  the  resolutions 
before  the  meeting.  I  wish  prosperity  to 
this  mstitution.  I  wish  to  see  that  done 
which  shall  comport  most  with  tlie  inter- 
ests and  the  character  and  the  improve- 
ment of  all  those  persons  of  color  who  are 
free,  and  who  chooue  to  go  to  a  country  of 
their  own.  I  think  it  is  for  their  interest. 
I  think  it  is  for  the  interests  of  the  country 
itself,  especially  of  the  North.  I  say  noth- 
ing of  the  South  with  which  I  am  not  so 
much  acquainted.  But  I  believe  it  is  right ; 
I  bt-iieve  it  is  expedient  to  follow  the  ex- 
ample of  the  patriarch,  and  say  to  these, 
our  black  fellow  citizens, take  the  right  hand 
and  we  will  take  the  left.  Let  us  be  har- 
monious, and  let  us  wish  each  other  well  ; 
let  us  do  all  that  we  can  for  the  harmony 
and  the  lia[ipiness  of  us  all,  but  trust  to 
God  that  in  your  destiny,  in  the  land  of 
your  fathers,  you  will  be  happier  than  you 
are  here,  and  trust  to  God  also,  that  wlien 
you  shall  have  left  us,  you  will  leave  us, 
not  less  happy  than  if  you  were  to  remain 
among  us. 
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Election  of  Officers. 


The  Society  tlion  adjourned  to 
meet  at  the  Coloiii/atioii  llooms 
to-morrow,  the  '21st  instant,  at  10 
o'clock,  A.  M. 


Colonization  Kooms,  > 
January  '21,  1S.t2.  ) 
Tlic  Sucieiy  met  according  to  ad-  ; 
joiirnment.  x^nson  G.  Plielps.  Es(}.,  i 
being  the  oUlest  Vice  Pres-idcnt  pre-  \ 
sent,  was,  in  the  absence  of  the  I 
President,  calKd  to  tlie  Cliair. 

The   minutes  of  tlie  hist  Annual  ' 

Meetiu"  of  the  Society  were  read.    | 

The    Rev.  John   Machan,  D.  D.,  i 

the    Rev.  Joseph    Tracy,     and    the  I 

Rev.  J.  B.  Pinney,  were  appointed  a  | 

Committee  to  nominate  a  President  j 

and  Vice   Presidents  of  the  Society 

tor  the    ensuing  year — whereupon,  , 

the   following  named  persons  were  | 

nominated  and  elected  :  I 

puF.suir.vT  : 

HON.  HEMIY  CLAY.  j 

\lCK-PKESlUtNTS  :  \ 

1.  General  John   H.  Cocke,  of  Virginia. 

2.  Daniel  Webster,  of  Massarhusetts. 

3.  Charles  Fenton  Mercer,  of  Florida. 

4.  Rev.  Jeremiah  Day,  D.  D.,  of  Conn. 

5.  Tlie..(lure  Frelinirhiiysen,  of  N.  Y. 

6.  Louis  MiLane,  of  \iarylaml. 

7.  Moses  Allen,  of  N.  Y. 

8.  Gen.  Walter  Jones,  of  District  ol  Co- 

lunil)ia. 

9.  Joseph  Gales,  of  District  of  Columbia. 
10.   III.  Rev.  Wm.  Meade,  D.  D.,  Bishop 

of  Viii;iiiia. 
11    Rev   James  0.  Andrew,  D.D.,  Bishop 

of  the  M.  E.  Church,  South. 
1-2.  William  Maxwell,  of  Vir-inia. 

13.  Elislia  Whittlesey,  of  (Miio. 

14.  Walter  Lowrie,  of  N.  Y. 

15.  Jacob  Burnet,  of  Ohio. 

16.  Stephen  Duncan,  1\L  D.,  of  .Miss. 

17.  William  C.  Rives,  of  Vir-inia. 

18.  Rev.  J.  Laurie,  D.  D.,  of   District   of 

Columbia. 

19.  Rev.    William    Winans,    D.    D.,    ot 

Mississifipi. 


20.  James  Boorman,  of  New  York. 

21.  Henry  A.  Foster,  of  New  York. 

22.  Robert  Campliell,  of  Geor^aa. 

23.  Peter  V.  Rrooin,  of  New  Jersey. 

24.  James  Garland,  of  Viri,'inia. 

25.  William  Hall,  of  Delaware. 

26.  Rt.  Rev.  Bishop  Otey.of  Tenn. 

27.  Gerard  Ralston,  of  England. 

28.  Rev.    Courtland  Van    Rensselaer,   ot 
New  Jersey. 

29.  Thomas  Hodiikin,M.  D., of  England. 

30.  Rer.  E.  BurL'oss,  D.  D.,  of  Mass. 

31.  Thomas  R.  Ha/.aid,  of  R.  I. 

32.  Thomas  Massie,  M.  D.,  of  Virginia. 

33.  Major  Gen.  Winfield   Scott,  U.  S.  A. 

34.  L.  a.  C.  Elmer,  of  New  Jersey. 

35.  James  Railev,  of  Mississippi. 

36.  Rev.  G.  W.  Beihure,  D.  D.,  of  N.  \  . 

37.  Elliott  Cresson,  of  Pennsylvania. 

38.  Anson  G.  Phelps,  of  New  York. 

39.  Rev.  Leonard  Woods,  D.  D.,  of  Mass. 

40.  Rev.  Beverly  Wauph,  D.  D.,  Bishop 
of  the  Mc'th.  Episcopal  Church. 

41.  Rev.  W.  B.Johnson,  D.D.,  of  South 
Carolina. 

42.  Moses  Sheppard,  of  Maryland. 

43.  Rt.  Rev.  Bishop  Mcllvane,  of    Ohio. 
i   44.  Rev.  Dr.  Edirar,  of  Tennessee. 

45.  Rev.  P.  Lindsley,  D.  D.,  of  Tenn. 
I  46    J.  R.  Underwoo'd,  of  Kentucky. 
1  47.  Rev.  J.  J.  Janeway,  D.    D.,  of  New 

Jersey. 
Ii  48.  H.  L.  Lumpkin,  of  Georgia. 
I  49.  James  Lenox,  of  New  York. 

50.  Rev.  Joshua  Soule,  D.  D.,  Bishop  of 
I  the  M.  E.  Church,  South. 

I  51.  Rfv.  T.  C.  T'pham,  D.  D.,  of  Maine. 
'  52.  Thomas  Corwin,  of  Ohio. 
I   53.  Thomas  W.  Wiiliams,  of  Conn. 

54.  Simon  Greealeif,  of  Mass. 
I  .55.  Rev.  John  Early,  D.  D.,  of  Virgnua. 
I  56.  Rev.  Lovick  Pierce,  D.  D.,  of  Ga. 
j  57.    II.  J.  Walker,  of  Mississippi. 

55.  Samuel  Gurney,  of  England. 
''  59.  Charles  McMi'cken, of  Ohio. 

68.  John  Bell,M.  D.,  of  Penn. 

61.  Charles  M.  Conrad,  of  Louisiana. 

62.  Rev.  Robert  Ily>and,  of  Virginia. 
63    Frederic  P.  Stanton,  of  Tenn. 

64.  Rev.  Nathan  Bangs,  D.  D.,  of  New- 
York. 

65.  John  Beveridge,  of  New  York. 

66.  .Tames  M.  Wayne,  of  Georgia. 

67.  Robert  F.  Stockton,  of  New  Jersey. 

68.  Henry  W.  Collier,  of  Alabama. 
1       On    motion,   the    Annual  Report 

was  referred  to  the  Board  of  Direct- 


On   motion   of  Rev.    John    Mac- 
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Resolutions — Adjournment. 


lean,  D.  D.,  the  following  resolution 
was  unanimously  adopted  : 

Resolved,  That  we  deeply  sympa- 
tlii>e  with  our  venerable  President, 
the  Hon.  Henry  Clay,  in  his  present 
protracted  illness,  by  which  we  are 
deprived  of  his  presence  and  able 
counsels  at  this  annual  meeting  of 
our  Society,  to  which  he  has,  from 
its  foundation,  devoted  himself  with 
signal  ability  and  unwavering  fidel- 
ity ;  and  that  we  hold  him  in  af- 
fectionate and  grateful  remembrance 
for  (he  distinguished  services  he  has 
rendered  in  the  prosecution  of  the 
great  scheme  of  African  Coloniza- 
tion. 

On  motion  of  Francis  Hall,  Esq., 
the  following  resolutions  were  adop- 
ted : 

Resolved,  That  the  cause  of  Afri- 
can Colonization  commends  itself 
more  forcibly  than  ever  to  the  chris-  j 
tian  community,  in  view  of  its  mis- 
sionary aspect ;  presenting,  as  it 
does,  a  wide  and  open  door  of  ac- 
cess for  the  Bible,  and  the  preaching 
of  the  Gospel  to  the  millions  upon 
that  dark  continent  of  heathenism, 
through  the  Republic  of  Liberia, 
which  is  now  prosperously  sustain- 
ing churches,  missionaries,  and 
schools,  in  every  town  and  settle- 
ment within  its  jurisdiction. 

Resolved,  That  to  the  christian 
ministry  and  churches  of  all  denom- 
inations, whether  north  or  south, 
this  Society  will  still,  as  heretofore, 
look  with  confidence  for  their  con- 
tinued prayers  and  liberality  in  its 
behalf. 

The   following    resolutions    were 
also  adopted  : 
Extracts  from  the  Minutes  of  the  Hoard  of  Directors  of  the  Am.  Col.  Soc. 


Whereas,  The  [leople  of  flie 
United  States  have  l)een  ever  ready 
to  rejoice  in  the  multiplication  of 
free  governments,  in  all  lands  and 
upon  either  continent ;  and  whereas, 
it  is  a  principle  of  American  policy 
to  establish  relations  of  amity  and 
commerce,  with  every  nation  of 
freemen,  who,  having  declared  in- 
dependence, are  able  to  maintain 
it;  therefore. 

Resolved,  That  if  tlie  Republic  of 
Liberia,  founded  on  the  model  of 
our  own  government,  on  the  west- 
ern coast  of  Africa,  though  it  be  the 
least  among  the  sovereignties  of  the 
earth,  is  as  much  entitled  to  recog- 
nitiijn  now,  as  it  will  be  when  "the 
little  one  shall  become  a  thousand, 
and  the  strong  one  a  mighty  nation." 

Therefore,  the  American  Coloni- 
zation Society  feel  it  their  duty  re- 
spectfully again  to  urge  the  recog- 
nition of  the  Liberian  Republic  to 
tiie  favorable  consideration  of  the 
United  States  Government. 

P\.esolved,  That  we  gratefully  ap- 
preciate the  recommendation  of  the 
Governors  of  several  of  the  States, 
that  legislative  action  should  be 
taken,  and  appropriations  made  for 
the  |)urpose  of  advancing  the  ends 
of  this  Society  ;  and  that  the  seve- 
ral State  auxiliary  Societies  be  re- 
quested to  memorialize  the  le- 
gislatures of  their  respective  State?, 
soliciting  State  appropriations  for 
the  purpose  of  removing  the  free 
people  of  color  to  the  Republic  of 
Liberia. 

The  Society  then  adjourned  to 
meet  on  the  third  Tuesday  of  Jan- 
uary, 1853,  at  7  o'cl..ck,  P.  M. 


Colonization  Rooms, 
Washington,  Jan.  20,  lS.o2. 
The   Board   of  Directors  of  the 


American  Colonization  Society  met 
according  to  adjournment,  at  12 
o'clock  M. 
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Delegates  appointed. 


On  motion,  Anson  G.  Plielps, 
Esq.,  one  of  tlie  Vice  Presidents, 
was  called  to  the  chair,  and  G.  P. 
Disosway,  Esq.,  was  chosen  Secre- 
tary of  the  Board. 

The  Kev.  J.  Orcnit  opened  the 
exercises  with  prayer.  ' 

The  Secretary  of  the  Society  re 
ported  that  the  followinir  named 
fjentlenuMi  had  been  reijulariy  ap- 
pointed by  the  several  Auxiliary 
State  Societies  as  Delegates  to  this 
Board,  viz : 

Vermont  Cul.  Soc. — Hun.  James 
Meachani. 

Alassachusetts  Col.  Soc. — Hon. 
B.  Thompson,  Hon.  ^Villiam  Ap- 
j)leton,  James  Hayward,  Esq.,  Dr. 
John  Green,  B.  C.  Clark,  Esq., 
Rev.  Joseph  Tracy. 

Conncciicut  Col.  Society — Hon. 
Truman  Smith,  Hon.  Charles  Chap- 
man, Hon.  Origen  S.  Seymour, 
James  Brewster,  Esq.,  Rev.  John 
Orcutl. 

J\'ew  York  State  Col.  Society — 
Rev.  J.  B.  Pinney,  Life  Director, 
Anson  G.  Pheli)s,  Es(j.,  Life  Di- 
rector, D.  M.  Reese,  iM.  D.,  G.  P. 
Disosway,  Es(].,  Hon.  D.  S.  Gre- 
gorv,  Francis  Hall,  Esq.,  Thomas 
G.  Talmadge,  Esq.,  Rev.  G.  W. 
Bethune,  D.  D. 

J^^ew  Jersey  CoL  Soc. — Rev.  John 
.Maclean,  D.  D.,  Rev.  A.  D.  Eddy, 
D.  D. 

Pennsylvania   Col.  Soc. — ^Villiam 

V.  Pettit,  Esq.,  Peter  J.  Clark,  Esq. 

Virginia    CoL  Soc. —  Rev.  Piiilip 


Slaughter,  Hon.  John  S.  Caskie, 
Gov.  John  B.  Floyd,  S.  S.  Baxter, 
Esq.,  Robert  B.  Boiling,  Escp,  Wm. 
H.  McFarland,  Esq.,  Ridiard  L. 
Moncure,  Esq.,  P.  V.  Daniel,  jr., 
Esij.,  Robert  G.  Scott,  Esq.,  Hon. 
Jeremiah  Morton. 

Louisiana  Col.  Soc. — Hon.  S. 
W.  Downs,  Hon.  John  Moore,  Hon. 
Aristide  Landry,  William  L.Hodge, 
Esq. 

Knoxville,  Tenn.,  Col.  Soc. — Hon. 
F.P.Stanton,  Hon.  James  C.Junes. 

Ohio  Col.  Soc — Committee  of  Cor- 
respondence— Hon.  John  McLean, 
Hon.  Thomas  Corwin,  Hon.  J. 
L.  Taylor,  Hon.  D.  T.  Disney, 
Hon.  E.  Newton,  William  D.  Gal- 
laher,  Esq.,  E.  D.  Mansfield,  Esq. 

Of  the  foregoing  Delegates  the 
following  were  present:  Hon.  B. 
Thompson,  James  Hayward,  Esq., 
and  Rev.  Joseph  Tracy,  from  Mas- 
sachusetts; Hon.  0.  S.  Seymour, 
and  Rev.  J.  Orcutt,  from  Con- 
necticut; Rev.  J.  B.  Pinney,  A. 
G.  Phelps,  E.sq  ,  D.  M.  Reese,  M. 
D.,  G.  P.  Disosway,  Escp,  and 
Francis  Hall,  Escp,  from  New  York  : 
Rev.  John  Maclean,  D.  D.,  and 
Rev.  A.  D.  Eddy,  D.  J).,  from 
Xew  Jersey  ;  William  V.  Puttit, 
Esq.,  and  Peter  V.  Clark,  Esq., 
from  Pennsylvania  ;  Rev.  Philip 
Slaughter,  and  Hon.  Jeremiah  INIor- 
ton,  from  Virginia  ;  Hon.  John 
Moore,  from  Louisiana  ;  Hon.  F. 
P.  Stanton,  from  Tennessee  ;  and 
Rev.  ^V.  McLain,  Life  Director. 
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Resolutions— OfTicers  nominated. 


The  minutes  of  the  last  meeting  Ij 
were  read.  |' 

On    motion,  Messrs.   Phelps   and 
Reese  were  appointed  a  committee  j 
to  audit  the  Treasurer's  account.        | 

A  statement  of  the  doings  of; 
the  Executive  Committee  during  I 
the  past  year  was  read,  and  sub-  i 
mitted  to  the  consideration  of  the  \\ 
Board.  I 

Adjourned  to  meet  to-morrow,  ; 
the  21st  instant,  at  10  o'clock  A.  M. 

Wednesday,  January  21-s/.      | 
The  Board  of  Directors  met  ac- 
cording to  adjournment. 

Tlie  minutes  of  the  last  session  [■■ 
were  read  and  accepted.  ,l 

The  Rev.  Dr.  Maclean  presented  |[ 
the  following  resolution,  which  v/as 
unanimously  adopted  : 

Resolved,  That  the  Hon.  Henry 
Clay  be  informed  that  if  the  state 
of  his  health  >vill  admit  of  his  see- 
ing the  m.embers  of  this  Board, 
they  will  be  happy  to  call  upon 
him  at  any  time  that  may  suit  his 
convenience,  and  that  he  may  be 
pleased  to  designate. 

On  motion  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Fin- 
ney, it  was 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  be 
appointed  to  report  upon  the  proper 
method  of  forming  the  roll  of  the 
Board  of  Directors  for  the  present 
year,  and  of  the  correct  interpre- 
tation of  the  constitution  relative  to 
the  Board  of  Directors,  and  of  the 
basis  of  representation. 

Messrs.  Pinney,  Maclean  and 
Tracy  were  appointed  this  com- 
mittee. 


On  motion  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Pin- 
ney, it  was 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  be 
appointed  to  nominate  oflicers  of 
this  Board  for  the  present  year. 
The  chair  appointed  Messrs.  Or- 
cutt,  Tracy  and  Slaughter;  to  which 
committee,  on  motion,  the  Rev.  INIr, 
Pinney  was  added. 

The  committee  appointed  to  audit 
the  Treasurer's  account  reported,, 
that  they  had  discharged  the  duty^ 
and  found  it  to  be  correct  according 
to  the  exhibit.  (For  which  see 
page  36.) 

The  Rev.  Dr.  Maclean  who  hat] 
been  requested  to  present  to  the 
Hon.  Mr.  Clay,  President  of  the 
Society,  the  resolution  of  this  Board 
in  regard  to  their  calling  upon  him, 
reported.  That  he  had  waited  upon 
Mr.  Clay,  and  presented  to  him  the 
resolution  passed  by  this  Board  of 
Directors,  expressive  of  their  desire 
to  call  upon  him,  if  the  state  of  his 
health  would  admit  of  his  seeing 
them,  and  that  Mr.  Clay  would  be 
much  gratified  to  see  the  members 
of  the  Board,  but  that  he  must  forego 
that  pleasure  as  he  has  been  ad- 
vised to  avoid  as  much  as  possible 
the  excitement  arising  from  con- 
versation. 

The  Rev.  Dr.  Eddy  presented  a 
communication  from  the  New  Jersey 
State  Colonization  Society,  in  re- 
lation to  a  purchase  of  land  made 
for  that  Society  in  Africa  ;  which, 
on  motion  of  Mr.  Disosway,  was 
referred    to    a   pocciul    committee. 
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Roll  ol'the  Board  of  Directors— Officers  elected. 


INIessrs.   Clarke,   Pettit,  and    Disos- 
way  were  apiwiiiitcd. 

Adjourned  to  10  o'clock,  A.  JM., 
to-morrow. 

T/n/rs(/(ii/,  January  ^'2d. 

The  Board  met  according  to  ad- 
journment. 

The  minutes  of  the  hist  session 
were  read  and  accepted. 

The  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  subject  of  forming  the 
roll  of  the  Board  of  Directors,  for 
the  present  year,  Sec,  made  a  re- 
port, which  after  a  very  AiU  dis- 
cussion, was  amended  and  adopt- 
ed. The  following  is  an  extract 
jrom  the  report : 

The  committee  further  report, 
that  hereafter,  at  the  organization 
of  the  Board  of  Directors,  a  com- 
mittee on  commissions  shall  be  ap- 
pointed, whose  duty  it  shall  be  to 
examine  the  commissions,  to  pre- 
pare a  table  stating  the  number  of 
Directors  to  which  each  State  So- 
ciety is  entitled,  and  to  report  a 
correct  roll  of  Directors  lor  the 
year. 

— That  for  their  guidance  as  to 
the  number  of  Delegates  to  which 
each  State  Society  is  entitled,  the 
Recording  Secretary  be  directed 
to  have  ])repared  a  table  exhibiting 
the  amount  of  funds  received  from 
each  State,  from  all  sources,  to 
the  31st  December,  and  no  later. 

— That  among  these  funds  be 
included  the  amount  which  any 
State  Society  may  have  expended 
in  fitting  out  any  expedition,  sent 
tlirouLdi  and  in  co-operation  with 
the  Executive  Committee  of  the 
American  Colonization  Society,  in 
accordance  wiili  the  resolution  pass- 


ed by  the  Board  of  Directors  at 
their  annual  meeting  in  January, 
1851. 

— That  the  roll  of  Delegates  so 
made,  if  approved  by  the  Board 
of  Directors,  shall,  with  the  Life 
Directors,  be  considered  as  form- 
ing the  Board  for  the  ensuing  year. 

— And  further,  that  the  several 
State  Socities  may  fill  vacancies, 
and  also  may  complete  the  lists  of 
their  several  delegations,  if  they 
deem  it  exj)edient,  having  respect 
to  the  article  of  the  constitution 
on   the    appointment   of  delegates. 

The  committee  appointed  to  nomi- 
nate officers  of  this  Board  for  the 
present  vear,  reported  as  follows: 

Tlie  committee  on  nomination 
of  officers  have  attended  to  the  duty 
assigned  them,  and  beg  leave  to  re- 
port the  following : 

Sccrdary and  Treasurer,  Rev.  Wm. 
jMcLain. 

Recording  Secrefary,  J.  W.  Lu- 
genbeel,  M.  D. 

Executive  Commitlee,  Matthew  St. 
Clair  Clarke,  Harvey  Lindsly,  M. 
D.,  Elislia  Whittlesey,  Joseph  H. 
Bradley,  A.  0.  Dayton,  J.  S.  Bacon, 
D.  D.,  "William  Gunton. 

The  report  was  uccc])ted,  and 
the  gentlemen  named  were  seve- 
rally elected. 

On  motion  of  the  Rev.  Dr.  Mac- 
lean, it  was 

Resolved,  That  in  all  cases  here- 
after, when  an  Auxiliary  Society 
shall  desire  to  send  out  an  expe- 
dition of  emigrants  to  Liberia,  they 
shall  communicate  such  desire  to 
the  Executive  Committee,  and  there- 
after they  shall    act  in  the    further 
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Resolutions — New  Jersey  Col.  Society. 


progress  of  such  expedition  as  the 
agents  of  this  Society,  and  account 
for  the  expenses  thereof  with  the 
Executive  Committee  ;  and  such 
Society  shall  be  credited  in  account 
as  for  a  donation  with  such  sum  as 
may  be  raised  and  contributed  by 
such  Auxiliary  Society,  and  so  ac- 
counted for  with  the  said  Committee. 

The  Rev.  Mr.  Slaughter  presented 
tiie  following  preamble  and  resolu- 
tion, which  were  adopted  : 

Whereas,  the  Constitution  of  the 
American  Colonization  Society  de- 
clares that  the  object  to  which  its 
attention  is  exclusively  directed,  is 
'■to  promote  and  execute  a  plan 
for  colonizing,  with  their  own  con- 
sent, the  free  people  of  color  re- 
siding in  our  country,  in  Africa," 
therefore 

Resolved,  That  the  publication 
of  schemes  of  emancipation,  and 
arguments  in  their  favor,  in  the 
African  Repository,  and  other  offi- 
cial documents  of  this  Society,  is  a 
departure  from  our  fundamental  law, 
and  should  be  excluded  from  such 
documents. 

The  committee  to  whom  was  re- 
ferred the  communication  from  tlie 
New  Jersey  Colonization  Society, 
made  the  following  report,  which 
was  adopted  : 

The  committee  appointed  to  con- 
sider the  subject  of  the  purchase  of 
a  body  of  land  in  or  contiguous  to 
the  territory  of  the  Republic  of 
Liberia,  by  the  New  Jersey  Colo- 
nization Society,  respectfully  report, 


Tliat  they  have  taken  the  same 
into  consideration,  and  recommend 
to  the  Board  the  following  resolu- 
tions : 

Resolved,  That  this  subject  bo  re- 
ferred to  the  Executive  Commit- 
tee, with  instructions  that  wiicn 
they  shall  be  satisfied  by  evidence 
from  Liberia  that  a  perfect  title  to 
said  land  has  been  vested,  the    sum 

of (being  the  consideration 

for  said  land.)  be  paid  to  the  per- 
son or  persons  entitled  to  receive 
it. 

Resolved,  That  the  land  so  ac- 
quired be  used  for  the  purpose 
designated  in  the  communication 
from  the  New  Jersey  Colonization 
Society,  of  the  21st  January,  ]S.'52. 

On  motion  of  the  Rev.  Dr.  Mac- 
Ii'an,  the  thanks  of  the  Board  were 
presented  to  Anson  G.  Phelps, 
Esq.,  for  the  courteous  and  efficient 
manner  in  which  he  has  presided 
over  the  deliberations  of  this  body. 

The  minutes  were  then  read  and 
approved.  After  which,  on  motion 
of  Rev.  Mr.  Tracy,  the  Board  ad- 
journed to  meet  on  the  third  Tues- 
day in  January,  1S53,  at  13  o'clock, 
M. 

The    meeting    was    closed     with 
prayer,  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Slaughter. 
ANSON  G.  PHELBS, 

Chairmaa. 
Gabriel  P.  Discsway, 

Secreiai  y 
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Information  about 

For   the   iniorination  of  all   per- ! 
sons  who  mny  conteniplale  emigral- : 
ing  to  Liberia,  we  have  prepared  the 
following   statement    of    facts,    ex- 
hibiting, in   a  condensed  form,   the  :, 
most  important  subjects,  in  reference  I 
to    which   we    presume  information 
may  be  desired  : 

TIME  OF  SENDING  EXPEDITIONS. 

Hereafter,  it  is  our  intention  to 
send  a  vessel  from  Baltimore  regu- 
larly on  the  1st  of  May,  and  the  1st 
of  November,  of  each  year;  and  from 
Savannah  and  New  Orleans  at  such 
times  a*  there  are  piersons  enough 
ready  to  emigrate  to  justify  the  ne- 
cessary expenditure,  of  which  we 
will  give  timely  notice.  And  if  cir- 
cumstances should  require  it,  we 
will  fit  out  other  expeditions  from 
those  cities,  or  from  any  of  the 
northern  ports,  so  as  to  accommo- 
date, as  far  as  it  is  in  our  power,  all 
persons  who  may  wish  to  emigrate. 
Wc  cannot, however,promise  to  send 
an  expedition  at  any  particular  time, 
(except  the  two  from  Baltimore,) 
unless  we  can  have  the  assurance  of 
a  sufficient  number  of  emigrants  to 
justify  us  in  incurring  the  expense 
of  chartering  and  fitting  out  a  vessel. 
It  is  important,  therefore,  that  appli- 
cants for  emigration  should  give  us 
early  notice  of  their  desire  to  go  to  Li- 
beria, and  oi^  the  time  when  they  will 
he  ready. 

LENGTH    OF    THE    VOYAGE. 

The  length  of  the  voyage  from 
Baltimore  or  Savannah  is  from  thirty 
to  forty  days — the  average  is  about 
thirty-five  days.  From  New  Orleans 
it  is  ten  to  fifteen  days  longer. 

ACCOMMODATIONS    ON    BOARD. 

Emigrant  vessels  are  always  fitted 
3 


going  to  Liberia. 

I  up  expressly  for  the  comfortable  ac- 
!  commodation  of  the  emigrants  ;  and 
i  abundance  of  good  provisions  is 
j  always  put  on  board,  of  which  the 
I  master  of  the  vessel  lias  the  charge, 
!  with  instructions  to  furnish  the  emi- 
grants with  everything  necessary 
to  their  health  and  comlbrt. 

AMOUNT  OF  BAGGAGE,  &C.,  ALLOWED  TO 
EACH  ADULT  EMIGRANT  FREE  OF  CHARGE 
FOR  TRANSPORTATION. 

Our  rule  is  to  allow  each  adult 
emigrant  the  bulk  of  two  barrels,  or 
ten  cubic  feet,  in  addition  to  the 
bed  and  bedding  necessary  for  the- 
voyage,  which  latter  it  is  expected, 
of  course,  they  will  furnish  them- 
selves. A  proportional  allowance 
for  children.  It  is  expected  that 
those  who  wish  to  take  bulky  ar- 
ticles of  furniture,  and  boxes  of 
goods,  will  pay  Ireight  on  them,  at^ 
the  rate  of  $1  50  a  barrel. 

WHAT  EMIGRANTS    SHOULD  TAKE   WITH 
TIIEJI. 

1 .  Clothing.  Eve  ry  e  m  i  gr a  n  t  o  u  gh  t 
to  be  well  supplied  with  clothing, 
previous  to  leaving  home,  both  for 
winter  and  summer,  similar  to  what 
he  needs  in  this  counlry.  Thouo-h 
there  is  no  winter  in  Liberia,  yet 
during  at  least  one-half  the  year, 
warm  clothing  is  necessary  to  com- 
fort, and  the  preservation  of  health. 

2.  Mechanical  tools.  Those  emi- 
grants who  are  mechanics  ought  tO' 
carry  with  them  the  tools  of  their 
trade.  Indeed,  all  emigrants  oiinht  to 
have  the  common  tools  used  in  car- 
penter's work,  such  as  axe,  hatchet,, 
handsaw,  auger,  &c. 

3.  Jlgricuituralimplements.  Every 
emigrant,  whether  a  mechanic  or  a 
farmer,  ought  to  be  supplied  with- 
the  ordinary  gardening  implements, 
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sucli  as  hoes,  spmlos,  rakes,  Stc.  i 
As  tlie  soil  of  Lil>('ria  is  inucli  more 
easily  broken  up  Tor  idantinir  than 
that  of  this  country,  the  largei  agri- 
cultural implements,  as  ploughs, 
harrows,  &c.,  are  not  absolutely  ne- 
cessary to  tarniing operations. though 
they  are  advantageous  ia  carrying 
on  these  operations  on  a  large  scale. 

4.  Cooking  utensils  and  iab/e  fur- 
niture. As  every  family  is  expected 
to  keep  house,  tliey  ought  to  liave  a 
supply  of  necessary  cooking  uten- 
sils and  table  furniture. 

5.  Household  furniture.  In  conse- 
quence of  the  space  occupied  in  the 
vessel   by   chairs,  tables,   bedsteads, 
and  other  large  articles  of  furniture, 
it  is  generally  very  inconvenient  for 
such  things   to   be   taken.     Conse- 
quently, though  we  are  disposed  to 
accommodate    emigrants   in    every : 
way  in  our  power,  we   cannot  en-  j 
courage  them  to  expect  to  take  such  i 
articles.     In   view   of  the   want    of! 
room   in  the   vessel  to    pack   them  1 
securely,    and  conseciucntly   of  the 

■  risk  oftheir  being  broken  or  damaged 
during  the  voyage,  as  well  as  the 
cost  of  transportation, and  the  greater 
comfort  of  the  emigrants  on  board, 
when  the  vessel  is  not  thus  crowded, 
we  would  advise  applicants  for  emi- 
gration to  dispose  of  such  articles 
of  furniture  previous  to  the  time  of 
sailing.  In  etnigrating  to  a  distant 
country,  they  must  expect  to  put  up 
with  some  inconvenience  at  first — 
must  not  expect  to  commence  house- 
keeping in  Liberia  just  where  they 
left  ofT  in  this  country.  All  these 
articles  can  be  purchased  there  in 
style  and  quality,  not  much  inferior 
to  the  best  in  this  country,  at  the 
cost  of  about  fifty  per  cent.,  (fre- 
quently less,)  advance  on  the  price 

■  of  similar  articles  in  the  U.  States. 

6.  ^Iddiiional  articles.  Those  who 
can  afiord  it,  would  do  well  to  take 
;A'ith  them  a  keg  or  two  of  nails  for 


shingling,  Sic;   also  some  commoij 
cotton  goods — bleached  and  brown 
shirting,  calico, hand  kerchiefs,  (fancy 
patterns,)  and  various  kinds  of  cheap 
stufl'  for   pantaloons    and    coats  or 
jackets,  and  other  necessary  article* 
of    wearing    apparel  ;     also    some 
money  (gold  or  silver.)     These  will 
be  usclul   to  them   in  erecting  their 
houses,   and   paying   for    any    labor 
they  may  need.     All  these  articles 
can  be  purchased  in  Liberia  ;  but  as 
they  generally  cost  more  (here  than 
in  this  country,  and  as  the  expense 
of  transportation    is    not    much,    it 
would   be   well   for  those  who   car: 
atVord  it,  to  furnish  themselves  with 
a  small  supply  of  such  articles.    To 
these  might  be  added  a  barrel  or  two 
salted    provisions,   in   case,    on  in- 
quiry at  the   place  of  embarkation, 
(where  they  can   be   purchased,)   jt 
is  found  that  theylcan  be  carried.  Em- 
itrrants  should  alwayscarry  with  them 
a  variety  ofgood  garden  seed  ;  sealed 
up  in  vials  or  bottles,  or  wrapped  in 
paper,   and   packed   in  saw-dust  to 
prevent  injury  during  the  voyage. 

EXPENSE    OF    EMIGRATION. 

The  actual  expense  incurred  in 
the  transportation  of  emigrants  to 
Liberia  may  be  set  down  at  the 
average  of  $30  for  adults,  and  §.15 
for  children  under  twelve  year?, 
which,  added  to  the  average  cost  ol 
subsistence  during  the  first  six 
months  after  their  arrival — say  $50 
for  adults,  and  $25  for  children — 
makes  $80  for  the  former,  and  $40 
for  the  latter,  or  a  general  average 
of  $60.  The  average  of  $50,  a» 
previously  stated,  has  been  found  by 
experience  to  be  insufiicient  to  meet 
all  the  various  expenses  necessarily 
incurred.  This  average  of  $60,  we 
expect  to  receive  from  those  person* 
who  are  fully  able  to  pay  their  own 
way.  The  Society,  however,  will  not 
refuse  to  send  any  who  are  unable  to 
pay,  in   part  or  iu  whole,  the  neceB- 
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sary  expense  of  transportation  and 
support,  but  will  give  a  free  passa<ie 
to  all  who  are  not  able  to  pay  for 
themselves,  and  will  aid  them  in 
?upportin<x  themselves  during  the 
first  six  months  after  their  arrival,  by 
furnishiiig  thetn  with  provisions  and 
medical  attendance  when  necessary, 
and  providing  them  houses  to  live 
in  ;  thus  taking  care  of  them  a  sufii- 
cient  length  of  time  to  enable  them 
to  make  arrangements  to  take  care 
of  themselves. 

ACCLIMATING    FEVER. 

On  this  point,  we  quote  from  Dr. 
LugenbeeTs  Sketches  of  Liberia,  in 
which  may  be  found  a  full  account 
of  the  diseases   of  Liberia. 

"  The  physical  system  of  every  indi- 
vidual who  removes  from  a  temperate  to  a 
iropical  cUmate  must  undergo  some  change 
— must  experience  some  process  of  accJi- 
niation,  which  may,  or  may  not,  be  atten- 
ded with  much  fever,  according  to  circum- 
stances— to  the  constitutional  peculiarities 
of  the  individual,  his  previous  habits  of 
life,  the  state  of  his  mind  with  respect  to 
calmness  and  patience,  or  irritability  and 
disquietude  ;  together  with  other  imagina- 
Ijle  circumstances.  Some  persons,  in  pas- 
sing tlirough  the  process  of  acclimation 
have  very  little,  if  any,  fever,  and  are  not 
at  all  interrupted  in  their  daily  avocations 
by  sickness,  during  the  acclimating  pro- 
cess. Others  are  not  so  highly  favored, 
and  some  die  during  the  first  few  months 
of  their  residence  in  Liberia — not  always 
in  consequence  of  the  violence  of  the  fever, 
but  frequently  in  consequence  of  not  exer- 
cising the  necessary  precautions  in  the 
preservation  of  health;  such  as  proper  at- 
tention to  their  liabits,  diet,  and  clothir.g, 
to  the  extent  of  exposure  to  the  heat  of 
the  day,  as  well  as  to  the  damp  and  chil- 
ling night-air,  and  especially  to  the  avoid- 
ance of  all  sources  of  mental  inquietude. 
In  some  cases,  the  physical  system  be- 
comes sufficiently  adajited  to  tiie  climate 
to  resist  tlie  surrounding  deleterious  influ- 
ences, in  two  or  three  months.  In  other 
cases,  a  year  or  more  elapses  before  this 
desirable  point  is  reached;  the  individual 
in  the  mean  time  being  subject  to  occasional 
attacks  of  chills,  followed,  of  course,  by 
snore  or  less  fever.'' 

Once  safely  through  the  acclima- 
ting process,  the  individual  may,  by 
the  exercise  of  such  prudence  as 


common  sense  would  dictate,  enjoy 
as  good  health  as  in  most  parts  oi 
the  United  States.  In  reference  to 
this,  we   again   quote  from  Dr.  Lu- 

genbeel's  Sketches. 

"  The  majority  of  colored  immigrante, 
who  have  sufficient  prudence  to  use  such 
means  for  the  preservation  of  their  health 
as  an  enlightened  judgment  would  dictate, 
usually  enjoy  as  good  health,  after  the 
first  year  of  their  residence  in  Liberia,  as 
tliey  formerly  enjoyed  in  tlie  United  States. 
In  some  cases,  indeed,  the  state  of  tlie 
health  of  immigrants  is  decidedly  improved 
by  the  change  of  residence  from  America 
to  Africa.  Tlie  large  majority  of  cases  of 
sickness  that  came  under  my  observation, 
among  those  persons  who  had  resided  a 
year  or  more  in  Liberia,  was  in  indolent, 
and  consequently,  indigent,  persons, whose 
prudence  was  commensurate  with  their 
improvidence.  Indeed,  in  view  of  the 
lieedlessness,  carelessness,  and  indolence 
of  some  persons,  who  were  scarcely  ever 
sick,  I  was  astonished  at  their  continued 
exemption  from  disease." 

We  may  here  add,  that  emigrants 
are  always  furnished  with  necessary 
medical  attendance,  by  competent 
physicians  in  the  employ  of  the 
Society  ;  and  that  it  is  important  to 
pay  strict  attention  to  the  advice  and 
directions  of  the  attending  physician. 

QUANTITY  OF  LAND  GIVEN  TO  EMIGRANTS. 

By  the  laws  of  Liberia,  each  emi- 
grant on  his  arrival  rece'wes  five  acren 
of  good  land,  or  if  he  prefers  it,  a 
tovv-n  lot.  If  he  is  the  head  of  a 
family,  the  quantity  of  land  is  in- 
creased according  to  the  number  of 
his  family,  not  exceeding  ten  acres. 
This  allowance  may  seem  small,  but 
in  consequence  of  the  great  produc- 
tiveness of  the  soil,  it  is  abundantly 
suflicient  for  the  comfortable  and  in- 
dependent subsistence  of  all  who  will 
properly  cultivate  it.  Any  person  who 
desires  a  greater  quantity,  can  usual- 
ly purchase  it  from  the  Government 
of  Liberia,  at  from  one  to  five  dollars 
an  acre,  according  to  the  location, 

FACE    OF   THE  COUNTRY,  SOIL,  ANH  PRODUC- 
TIONS. 

Liberia  does  not  consist,  as  some 
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suppose,  of  arid  jjlains  and  buriiinjj 
sands,  but  of  hills  and  v.dleys, 
covered  wiili  the  verdurt;  of  per- 
petual .'ipriiig,  preseiitiuy  to  the  eye 
of  the  observer,  as  viewed  from  the 
highest  points  of  land  in  the  vicinity 
of  the  ocean,  the  appearance  of  a 
deep,  unbroken  I'orest,  with  hill-toj) 
rising  above  hill-toi)  low  ards  the  vast 
interior.  The  country  is  well  watered 
by  many  beautiful  streams  ;  the  banks 
of  some  of  which  present  encourag- 
ing scenes  of  agricultural  industry. 

The  soil  of  Liberia,  like  that  of 
other  countries,  varies  in  appear- 
ance, quality,  and  productiveness. 
There  is,  however,  no  very  poor  land 
in  Liberia ;  and  most  of  it  is  very 
rich,  not  surpassed  perhaps  by  any 
other  country  in  the  world. 

Among  the  numerous  agricultural 
products  of  Liberia,  we  may  si)ecify 
as  exportable  articles,  rice,  coffee, 
cotton,  sugar,  arrow-root,  ginger, 
pepper,  and  ground-nuts,  all  of 
which  can  be  raised  in  (jiiantity  and 
quality  not  sur{)assed  by  similar  pro- 
ducts in  any  other  part  of  the  world. 
Of  other  vegetables  that  may  be 
abundantly  raised,  we  may  specify, 
as  the  principal,  sweet-potatoes, 
lima  or  butter-beans,  snap-beans, 
peas,  cucumbers,  melons  of  various 
kinds,  beets,  radishes  and  carrots, 
besides  several  articles  i)eculiar  to 
tropical  countries,  ascassadas,  yams, 
&,c., Indian  corn,ormnize, grows  very 
well  on  some  lands;  not  so  well,how- 
ever,as  in  koine  parts  of  the  L^.  States. 

A  great  variety  of  fruits  grow 
plentitully ;  some  of  which  are,  the 
orange,  lime,  lemon,  pine-apple, 
guava,  mango,  pa[)aw,  cocoanut, 
tamarind,  soursof),  chiota,  and  okra; 
to  which  may  be  added  the  plan- 
tain and  the  banana,  the  f(jrmer  of 
which  is  one  of  the  most  luscious 
and  wholesome  fruits  in  the  vegeta- 
ble kingdom,  easily  cultivated,  and 
affording  an  excellent  and  nutritious 
article  of  food. 


Domesti(;ated  animals  of  every 
necessary  kind,  and  in  any  required 

I  number,  may  be  raised  with  much 
less  trouble  and  ex|)ense  than  in 
this  country — such  as  beeves  or  bul- 
locks, cows,  sheep,  goats,  swine, 
geese,  turkeys,  ducks  and  chickens. 
Besides  which,  numerous  kinds  of 
wild  game,  includinir  <leer  of  several 
varieties, are  very  plentiful  ;  also  a  va- 
riety of  excellentiish  in  the  rivers.  So 
that,  no  industrious  man  need  appre- 
hend any  ditliculty  in  getting  enough 
animal  as  well  as  veijetable  food. 

To  the  industrious  agriculturist, 
therefore,   Liberia  offers  an  inviting 

I  home — a  home  in  which  all  the  ne- 

'  cessaries,  and  many  of  the  luxuries 

of  life  may  be  produced,  with  much 

:  less  labor  than  in  this  couiitrv. 

i: 

CLIMATE    AXD    SEASON'S. 

In  reference  to  the  climate,  we  quote 
from  Sketches  of  Liberia  as  follows  ; 

"  Ou  the  whole,  I  regard  the  ch'mate  of 
Liberia  as  decidedly  pleasant.  The  ex- 
tremes of  tlie  tiierniometrical  state  of  tive 
atiuosjihere  may  be  set  down  at  65°  and 
9UO.  The  average  height  of  the  mercury, 
during  the  rainy  season,  is  about  76°,  and 
during  the  dry  season  about  840.  The  mean 
temperature  for  the  year  is  about  80°." 
!  "  The  only  recognized  division  of  the 
>  year  into  seasons  is  the  wtt  or  rainy  and 
tlie  dry  season,  or,  in  common  parlance, 
the  "rains"  and  the  "dries;"  the  for- 
mer of  which  answers  nearly  to  our  sum- 
mer and  autumn,  and  the  latter  to  our 
winter  and  spring.  During  the  half  of 
the  year  commencing  with  May, much  more 
rain  falls  than  during  the  other  half  com- 
mencing witli  rs'ovember.  As  a  general 
rule,  however,  it  may  be  stated,  diat  some 
rain  falls  during  every  month  in  the  year  ; 
and  in  every  month  there  is  some  fine, 
clear,  pleasant  weather." 

EDUCATIONAL    FACILITIES. 

By  the  aid  of  the  Government  of 
Liberia  and  several  Benevolent  In- 
stitutions in  this  country,  good  free 
schools  have  been  established  in 
nearly  all  the  settlements;  so  that 
all  j)arents  can  avail  themselves  of 
the  facilities  thus  afforded  for  the 
education  of  their  children.  Ef- 
forts are  now  makinar  in  this  coun- 
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trv  for  the  establishment  of  a  regu- 
lar collegiate  Institution  in  Liberia, 
which  it  is  hoped  will  soon  be  put 
into  operation.  And  here  we  may 
state  a  fact  very  encouraging  in 
view  of  the  future  prosperity  of 
Liberia  :  as  a  general  rule,  the  chil- 
dren born  there  are  as  far  advanced 
in  education  as  children  of  the  same 
age  in  most  communities  in  this 
country.  The  privilege  of  having 
their  children  properly  educated, 
and  thus  prepared  for  future  useful- 
ness and  happiness,  is  one  worthy 
of  the  consideration  of  the  free 
people  of  color  in  the  United  States. 

POLITICAL    PRIVILEGES. 

The  government  of  the  Republic 
of  Liberia  may,  in  every  essential 
particular,be  regarded  as  a  miniature 
representation  of  the  Government 
of  the  United  States  ;  and  the  citi- 
zens of  that  Republic  enjoy  equal 
privileges  with  the  white  citizens 
of  this  country.  Colored  emigrants 
are  invested  with  the  rights  and 
privileges  of  citizenship  immediate- 
ly on  their  arrival;  but  no  white 
person  is,  under  any  circumstances, 
allowed  to  become  a  citizen;  con- 
sequently, white  residents  cannot 
hold  any  office  in  the  Government, 
or  have  the  privilege  of  voting. 

RELIGIOUS    PRIVILEGES. 

Not  the  least  among  the  privi- 
leges enjoyed  by  the  citizens  of  Li- 
beria are  tltose  which  pertain  to  the 
worship  f  if  the  Almighty  Ruler  of  the 
Universe,  whose  providential  super- 
intendence has  been  so  signally  ex- 
hibited in  the  establishment  and 
progress  of  that  Republic.  And 
perhaps  in  no  other  country  in 
ilie  world  are  the  ordinances  of 
Christianity  and  the  ceremonies  of 
divine  worship  observed  with  more 
strictness  and  regularity.  Probably 
a  larger  proportion  of  the  citizens 
of  Liberia  are  members  of  some 
Christian  Church,  than  of  any  other 


people  in  the  world.  In  every  set- 
tlement, there  is  one  place,  or  more, 
of  public  worship,  in  which  reli- 
gious services  are  regularly  held. — 
And  several  of  the  pulpits  are 
statedly  filled  by  men  brought  up  and 
educated  in  Liberia,  and  exhibiting 
talents  and  qualifications  highly  cred- 
itable to  themselves  and  to  the  insti- 
tutions at  which  they  were  educated. 

CONCLUDIXG    REMARKS. 

In  conclusion,  we  would  make 
a  few  general  remarks.  And  first, 
in  reference  to  the  advaniages  of 
the  emigration  of  the  free  people  of 
color  from  this  country  to  Liberia: 
these  are  of  a  three-fold  character, 
having  reference  to  themselves,  to 
their  children,  and  to  the  native  in- 
habitants of  Africa.  A  comparison 
of  the  condition  of  the  citizens  of 
Liberia  with  that  of  the  free  colored 
people  in  this  country,  drawn  from 
actual  observations,  must  convince 
every  candid  observer  that  the  social, 
political,  and  religious  condition  of 
the  former  is  greatly  superior  to  that 
of  the  latter.  The  free  man  of 
color  may,  therefore,  cenfidently 
expect  to  better  his  own  condition 
by  removing  to  Liberia,  where  he 
can  enjoy  privileges  of  which  he 
is  virtually  deprived  in  every  part 
of  this  country.  Not  only  can  he 
better  his  own  condition  by  em- 
igrating to  Liberia,  but  if  in  is  the 
father  of  a  family  of  children,  he 
cannot  but  desire  that  they  should 
receive  the  inestimable  benefits  of 
intellectual  training — benefits  that 
are  there  freely  extended  (o  all,  but 
which  can  be  enjoyed  by  colored 
children  to  a  very  limited  extent  in 
the  United  States.  A  country  in 
which  our  children  may  be  intro- 
duced into  the  temple  of  knowledge, 
and  may  compete  with  all  other  as- 
pirants, on  the  score  of  merit  alone; 
and  i  1  which  they  may  enter  the 
avenues  of  commercial    enterprise. 
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of  professional  distinction  and  nse-  i 
fulness,  or  of  political  rivalry,  with 
the  privilege  and  prospect  of  being 
elevated  to  a  position  as  high  as 
any  occupied  by  their  feliow-inen  in 
the  same  coinuiunily  ;  is  certainly 
rastly  preferable  to  one  in  which 
such  privileges  cannot  exist.  But, 
not  only  in  view  of  bettering  their 
own  condition,  and  affording  their 
children  facilities  for  acquiring  an 
education,  and  thus  becoming  (pial- 
jfied  to  occupy  positions  of  dignity, 
honor,  and  responsibility  among 
their  fellow-citizens,  should  the  free 
colored  people  of  this  country  de- 
sire to  emigrate  to  Liberia:  among 
other  inducements,  that  of  being 
instrumental  in  elevating  the  be- 
nighted native  inhabitants  of  Africa 
to  the  true  position  and  dignity  of 
men,  deserves  the  serious  con- 
sideration of  those  to  whom  the 
finger  of  Divine  Providence  clearly 
points  as  best  calculated  to  rescue 
that  land  from  the  thraldom  of  ig- 
norance, and  the  debasing  inllu- 
ences  of  superstition. 

If  colored  men  cannot  under- 
stand and  appreciate  such  advanta- 
ges as  these,  it  is  not  worth  their 
while  to  go  to  Liberia!  Those,  on 
the  contrary,  who  can  and  do  appre- 
ciate them,  and  who  fully  resolve  to 
emigrate  cheerfully  and  with  a  de- 
termin"cion  to  try  to  overcome 
every  obstacle  that  may  be  presented, 
may  confidently  expect  to  live  more 
easily,  more  comfortably,  and  more 
independently,  than  they  can  in  this 
country  ;  and  may  enjoy  the  satis- 
faction of  aiding  m  laying  the  foun- 
dation for  a  great  nation,  in  matur- 
ing institutions  and  laws  for  the 
govertiment  of  a  great  people,  and 
in  redeeming  an  innnense  continent 
from  the  worst  of  Pagan  darkness 
and  superstition — a  work  infinitely 
more  sublime  and  glorious  than  can 
possibly  be  performed  by  any  of  the 


colored  people  in  this  couninj,  how- 
ever favored  may  be  their  position, 
enlarged    their    opportunities,    and 
determined  their  energy  and  jx'rse- 
verance !         AVlien      the     historian 
comes  to  write  up  the  labors  of  their 
race,  who  will   stand   far    above    all 
comparison,    if    not   the    bold    and 
successful  j)ioneers  in  the  only  suc- 
cessful effort  ever  n\ade  fur  their  so- 
cial, civil,  and  religious  redemption  ? 
Leaving  out    of  view    everything 
touching  their  own  personal  interests, 
there  are  considerations  connected 
with  their  race  and  the  destiny  be- 
fore them,  which  should  induce  the 
most  highly-favored  of  them   in  this 
country  to  seek  a  field  of  usefulness 
in  Africa.     But  when   we  take  into 
consideration  that  in   Liberia  is  the 
only  place  on  the  face  of  the  earth 
where  they  and   their  children    can 
enjoy   the   luxury   of  true   freedom, 
and  infinitely  advance  their   social, 
moral,   and   intellectual  interests,  is 
it  not  marvelous  that  any  of  the  free 
people    of    color    in    this    country 
should  still  prefer  their  present  infe- 
rior and  unenviable  position  among 
the    whites,    and    still    cherish    the 
gross  delusions  of  which  they  have 
!  b;ien    made  the   victims,    willing  to 
believe    the    most    fabulous    stories 
about    Liberia,    and    shutting    their 
eyes    tightly    atrainst    all    the    light 
which  shines  upon  them,  and  shows 
it  to  be  a  dictate  of  wisdom,  as  well 
as  a  demand  of  duty,  for  them  to  go 
lo  their  fatherland,  and  be  Men! 

We  are  happy  to  know,  and  to 
have  it  in  our  power  to  inform  our 
friends,  that  some  persons  have  re- 
cently gone  to  Liberia,  who  rightly 
appreciate  the  circumstances  of 
their  situation,  and  who  are  prepared 
to  make  themselves  useful  and  rise 
to  a  desirable  fame,  should  their  lives 
be  spared;  and  that  others  of  similar 
character  arc  j)rcpariiig  to  emi- 
rrrate. 
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Things  which  every  Emigrant  to  Liberia  ought  to  know. 


It  is  im|iortant  tliat  all  persons  who  con- 
template going  to  Liberia,  should  be  fully 
and  correctly  informed  in  regard  to  their 
prospects. 

1.  Tliey  should  xmderdand  thai  they  are 
going  to  a  comparativslj  new  country;  and, 
consequently,  that  they  must  cQg'ry  with 
tliem  the  courage  and  energy  to  bear  the 
burdens,  and  to  surmount  the  obstacles 
naturally  belonging  to  such  a  state  of  things. 

2.  The\i  must  expect  to  begin  life  for  Ihem- 
sdves.  They  will  not  have  any  friends 
there  who  will  think  and  act  and  contrive 
and  plan  for  them.  They  must  rely  on 
themselves.  They  receive  a  tract  of  land, 
in  its  wild  and  uncultivated  state,  and  if  it 
is  ever  cleared  and  planted,  they  must  do 
it.  They  must  build  a  house  for  them- 
selves, and  begin  to  keep  house.  And  if 
they  have  but  few  of  the  necessaries,  and 
none  of  the  conveniences  and  luxuries  of 
house-kee[iing,  still  they  must  not  be  dis- 
couraged, but  "struggle  on  and  struggle 
aver."  Brighter  days  will  come.  Every 
brilliant  noon  must  be  preceded  by  its 
morning.  They  must  not  despise  the  day 
of  small  things,  but  cheered  and  sustained 
by  the  example  of  many  around  them, 
who  commenced  life  just  as  they  are  doing, 
and  are  now  comfortable  and  happy,  they 
must  press  their  way  onward,  and,  they 
will  find  that  industry  and  perseverance 
will  secure  to  them  plenty  and  happiness. 

.3.  Tlieii  imisl  not  depend  upon  the  Colo- 
mzalion  Society.  The  business  of  the  So- 
ciety is  to  help  them  to  get  to  that  country, 
wliere  they  can  thenceforward  help  them- 
selves. Many  persons  have  supposed  that 
the  Society  would  do  every  thing  for  them  ; 
pay  their  passage,  furnish  them  every 
thing  to  eat  and  drink  after  they  get  to 
Liberia,  and  let  them  live  in  ease.  But 
tlie  truth  is  far  otherwise.  And  hence, 
when  they  reach  Liberia,  and  begin  to 
find  provisions  running  low,  and  are  made 
to  understand  that  the  time  has  arrived 
when  they  must  support  themselves,  they 
become  ofiTended,  abuse  the  colony  and 
the  Society,  and  pretty  nearly  everybody 
and  every  thing  else,  and  then  perhaps 
Uiey  write  home  to  their  friends,  and  ad- 
vise them  not  lo  come  to  so  horrible  a 
place.  "  These  things  ought  not  so  to  be. " 

4.  They  must  expect  to  work  for  th:ir 
living.  How  else  can  they  hope  to  live? 
Liberia  is  no  unearthly  paradise.  If  men 
there  have  not  money  enough  to  live  on, 
they  must  make  a  living  some  other 
way.  By  the  laLior  of  their  heads  or  the 
labor  of  their  hands,  they  must  gel  bread 
for  themselves.     And  it  would  be  well  for 


them  to  understand  that  there  is  no  busi- 
ness more  honorable  or  more  im]>ortant  to 
the  welfare  of  the  colony,  and  profitable 
to  the  individual,  than  the  cultivation  of 
the  soil.  It  always  yields  a  liberal  reward 
to  the  industry  of  the  husbandman. 

5.  They  ought  to  be  impressed  ivith  a  sense 
of  the  responsibility  xchich  icill  devolve  xipon 
them,  as  members  of  a  free  and  independent 
government.  Every  citizen  of  Liberia  must 
consider  liimself  as  one  of  the  builders  of  a 
great  and  cultivated  nation, a  Christian  Com- 
mon wealth,  on  the  sliores  of  a  barltaroua 
continent.  Thevery  circumstances  in  which 
they  are  placed,  stimulates  them  to  action, 
and  furnishes  exciting  motives  for  elevated 
sentiments  and  noble  conduct. 

Persons,  therefore,  who  contemplate 
going  to  Liberia,  ought  to  understand  be- 
forehand the  nature  of  the  duties  they  will 
be  called  to  perform.  On  their  arrival 
there,  they  will  be  invested  with  all  the 
rights  of  citizens  ;  they  must  vote  at  elec- 
tions, and  consider  and  decide  upon  the 
measures  most  necessary  to  secure  the 
welfare  of  the  citizens  aad  the  stability  of 
the  government.  The  highest  offices  in 
the  commonwealth  are  within  their  reach. 
They  may  aspire  to  them,  and,  if  suf- 
ficiently intelligent  and  virtuous,  they  may 
ultimately  reach  them. 

What  a  reward  is  thus  held  out  to  inspire 
a  pure  ambition,  and  incite  a  determined 
ellort'  Liberia  is  destined  to  enlarge  it- 
self for  ages, and  gather  withui  its  expand- 
ing infiuence  multitudes  of  the  present  and 
millions  of  the  future  generations  !  In- 
terest and  duty,  hope  and  fear,  patriotism 
and  religion,  self-respect  and  stern  neces- 
sity, all  combine  and  urge  them  to  act  with 
manly  courage  and  unbending  fidelity. 

6.  They  ought  to  be  sensible  that,  not  only 
for  themselves,  but  for  the  benefit  of  their  race, 
must  they  labor.  Lilieria  is,  in  one  respect, 
a  great  missionary  station,  a  great  centre 
of  light  and  influence,  and  it  is  destined 
to  make  all  the  surrounding  tribes  and 
country  just  what  it  is,  and  continues  to 
be.  The  natives  have  never  before  beheld 
such  a  spectacle  as  is  presented  to  their 
view  in  the  citizens,  the  houses,  the 
schools,  the  churches,  and  the  Govern- - 
ment  of  Liberia.  Hence  they  look  on 
with  inten.se  anxiety.  They  feel  a  desire 
to  copy  the  example  set  before  them.  The 
natives  and  the  colonists  are  all  mixed 
together,  and  thus  the  style  and  mamiera 
of  every  family  is  seen,  and  an  iiillueiice 
for  good  or  for  ill,  goes  forth  from  every 
individual.  How  important,  therefore,, 
that  colonists,  before  leaving  this  countr/s , 
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should  be  made  to  feel  the  immense  im-  |  Africa's  civil,  social,  and  religious  re- 
})ortniu'e  of  a  correct  course  of  conduct,  i  demf)tion,  and  sacrifice  themselves,  if  need 
governed  and  controlled  hy  thorouirh  re-  be,  in  the  stupendous  \vork  of  spreading 
ligious  principle!  Tliey  ought  to  be  made  i  free  government  and  civil  institutions  over 
to  feel  that  it  is  their  highest  privilege,  as  i  all  Africa,  and  bringing  her  uncounted 
well  as  their  imperative  duty,  to  cast  in  ''  fiopulation  all  under  the  dominion  of  the 
their  lot  wilh  the  pioneers  in  the  work  of  |  kingdom  of  Heaven! 


3Icssrs.  Fuller  and 

It  will  be  recollected  that  a  Colonization  ' 
Society  cf  colored  jieople  Mas  formed  in 
Dorcliester  county,  Maryland,  about  a 
year  since  ;  but  it  was  determined  in  the 
outset  to  take  no  definite  action  in  regard  i 
to  emigrating  to  Liberia,  until  they  had  : 
obtained  more  full  and  satisfactory  infor- 
mation in  regard  to  it.  It  was  therefore 
determined  to  send  out  a  special  delegation, 
to  S|iy  out  the  land  ;  and  Messrs,  Janifer 
and  Fuller,  two  of  the  most  respectable 
and  intelligent  of  their  number,  were  cho- 
sen for  that  purpose.  They  sailed  from 
Baltimore  in  the  Liberia  Packet,  in  Jidy, 
185],  and  returned  on  the  12th  December. 
The  following  is  their  report,  written  out 
and  prepared  for  the  press  before  their  ar- 
rival, and  published  word  for  word.  It 
bears  internal  evidence  of  authenticity, 
enough,  we  should  tliink,  to  satisfy  the 
most  skeptical. 

PREFACE. 

The  undersigned  were  appointed  in  May 
last,  by  the  Cambridge  Colored  Coloniza- 
tion Society  of  Dorchester  county,  Mary- 
land, delegates  to  proceed  to  Liberia,  if  in 
our  power  to  get  there,  and  to  inform  our- 
selves of  the  natural  advantages  of  the 
country,  the  character  of  the  government, 
and  the  ])resent  condition  and  j)rospect.s  of 
ita  inhabitants,  and  to  see  what  might  be 
the  inducements  to  emigrate.  We  applied 
to  the  Maryland  State  Colonization  Socie- 
ty for  a  tree  passage,  which  they  granted 
us,  in  the  Lil>eria  Packet,  out  and  back  to 
the  United  Stiites.  The  following  report 
was  drawn  up  by  us,  and  completed  on 
our  passage  home,  every  sentence  and 
word  just  as  it  now  stands.  It  is  not  so 
full  as  it  might  be,  but  we  think  it  contains 
all  the  esseiuials,  and  ail  that  was  required 
of  us  by  the  Society  which  sent  us.  On 
arriving  home,  we  concluded  it  best  to 
have  it  printed,  that  it  might  be  circulated 
among  our  friends  in  Dorchester  county 
and  elsewhere,  all  of  whom  we  could  not 
expect  to  meet  face  to  face.  We  have  en- 
deavored to  do  our  duly,  have  examined 
earefiilly  and  candidly,  without  bias  or 
prejudice,  and  have  made  an  honest,  fair 
report,  without  fear  or  favor.  In  the 
main,  our  impressions  are  favorable,  and 
80  we  have  expressed  ourselves  ;  and  it  is 
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our  intention  speedily  to  seek  in  Liberia  n 
home  for  ourselves  and  families,  leaving 
others  to  act  as  they  see  fit.  This  report 
is  respectfully  submitted,  not  only  to  the 
Society  and  our  own  personal  friends,  but 
to  the  public  in  general, 

By  their  obedient  ser^-ants, 
IJenj.  Jamfer, 
Thomas  Filler,  Jn. 

Baltimore,  Dec.  17,  1851. 
To  the  President  of  the  Dorchester  Co.  ..Sffi- 

can  Colonization  Society  : 

Sir: — In  the  performance  of  our  duty, 
as  set  forth  in  a  resolution  of  this  Society, 
adopted  prior  to  our  embarkation  for  Libe- 
ria,in  reference  to  us  as  theconnnittee  chosen 
to  jiroceed  to  Africa  for  personal  observa/- 
tion  for  the  benefit  of  this  Society,  we  pro- 
ceed to  make  the  following  general  report : 

On  Saturday,  July  19,  we  embarked  on 
board  of  the  Liberia  Packet,  and  after  a 
pleasant  passage  of  thirty-two  days,  vr9 
arrived  at  Monrovia,  August  28,  1JS51. 

First,  upon  inquiry  and  observation.  We 
found  the  govenmient  of  Liberia  to  be  of 
a  repiUilican  form  ;  the  chief  magistrate  of 
the  State  is  elected  by  the  jieople,  and  the 
])eople  are  represented  in  their  legislative 
bodies  by  those  of  their  own  choice  by 
ballot,  whom  they  think  best  qualified,  and 
with  whom  they  believe  their  interest  and 
privileges  will  be  the  safest.  The  Presi- 
dent's cabinet  is  appointed  by  himself, 
with  the  consent  of  the  Senate.  The  com- 
missioned oflicers  of  tlie  republic  are  also 
appointed  by  the  President.  We  subjoin  a 
list  of  the  names  of  the  public  officers  in  the 
re|>ublic,  with  their  respective  salaries  : 

J.J.  Roberts, President, $1500  per  annum. 

A.  D.  Williams,  Vice-President,  $4  per 
diem,  dnrinir  the  session  of  the  Legislature. 

S.  Benedict,  Chief  Justice  of  the  Repub- 
lic, $100  per  annum. 

B.  P.  Yates  and  S.  A.  Benson,  Associate 
Judges. 

J.  H.  Chavers,  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 
sury, §500  per  aniuim. 

Diiniel  Warner,  Secretary  of  State. 

H.  Teage,  Attorney  General,  $100  per 
annum.  He  also  receives  $4  for  each  case 
prosecuted,  in  case  of  conviction. 

John  N.  Lewis,  Brigadier  General;  pay 
during  service,  §44  per  month. 
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James  C.  Minor,  Collector  of  Customs. 

N.  M.  Hicks,  Register  of  Wills,  &c. 
LEGISLATIVE  BODY. 

Senatous. — Monlserrado  Co.,  J.  B.  Mc- 
Gill,  A.  F.  Russell.  Grand  Bassa  Co.,  J. 
Day.J.  Ha)ison.  Sinoe  Co.,  Edward  Mor- 
ris, James  N.  Lewis. 

Representatives. — Monlserrado  Co.,B. 
R.  Wilson,  D.  T.  Harris,  J.  H.  Paxton, 
M.  H.  Smith.  Bassa  Co.,  S.  S.  Herring, 
J.  H.  Clieeseman,  D.  A.  Madison.  Sinoe 
Co  ,  Wm.  H.  Monger. 

We  further  observed  that,  together  with 
their  state  officers  and  legislative  body, 
tJiey  have  in  Liberia  all  the  local  officers 
Uiat  are  necessary  for  a  well  ordered  go- 
vernment, ia  order  that  the  laws  may  not 
only  be  enacted,  but  faithfully  executed: 
sxieh  as  sheriffs,  magistrates,  judges  of  the 
coui'ts  of  quarterly  session,  marshals,  con- 
stables, grand  and  petty  juries,  clerks  of 
c<Turts,  coroners,  &c.,  &c.,  and  these  of 
die  best  men  that  the  country  will  afibrd. 
And  we  will  here  assert  that  they  are  all 
colored  men,  and  further,  that  there  is  not 
a  single  office  filled  by  a  white  man.  Nor 
is  there  but  one  white  man  doing  business  in 
all  Liberia,  whose  name  is  Mr.  Godlet,  a 
German.  Tliese  assertions  are  the  results  of 
personal  observation  ,and  not  of  hearsay ;  for 
we  visited  frequendy  both  officers  and  offices, 
courts  and  magistrates'  offices,  and  heard 
tlie  laws  expounded  by  judges  and  lawyers, 
aud  saw  the  penalty  of  the  same  inflicted  on 
tiie  violator  of  the  laws  of  the  country. 

Besides  the  officers  above  mentioned, 
they  liave  a  revenue  cutter,  commanded 
by  Captain  Reed  Cooper.  The  officers  of  the 
republic  are  paid  out  of  the  public  revenue. 
The  revenue  not  being  sufficient  to  cover  the 
expenses  of  government,  direct  taxation  is 
in  contemjdation.  The  govei-iiment  ex- 
penses for  1850  were  ;5i23,0 17  27;  the  amount 
of  I'eceipts  for  the  same  was  1^18,018  IG. 

Having  satisfied  ourselves  in  relation  to 
the  government  of  Liberia,  that  it  is  well 
adapted  to  the  feelings,  cajmcities,  and  in- 
terests of  the  peo[)le  who  are  now  citizens, 
and  to  those  who  shall  hereafter  emigrate 
from  America  to  Liberia,  and  become  cit- 
izens, we  next  turned  our  attention  to  the 
soil  and  its  products,  which  left  our  minds 
favorably  impressed  in  its  favor.  As  for 
the  soil,  as  in  all  other  countries,  it  varies 
both  in  kind  and  quality. 

Near  the  sea-shore,  as  a  general  thing, 
the  soil  is  rather  light  and  sandy.  Never- 
tlieless,  there  are  often  to  be  found  near 
tlie  beach  many  tracts  of  good  stiff  land, 
and  that  well  covered  with  large  timber 
and  thick  undergrowth.  But  on  the  banks 
of  the  rivers  the  land  is  decidedly  the  best: 
there,  we  would  say  that  it  is  universally 


good;  perhaps  as  good  as  we  have  seen  in 
America.  And  judging  from  the  quantities 
of  rice,  sweet  potatoes,  sugar-cane,  coffee, 
cassada,  ginger,  arrow-root,  corn,  Lima 
beans,  cabbage,  &c.,  with  its  thousands  of 
tropical  productions  and  fruits,  which  bur- 
den the  land  and  make  the  hearts  of  the 
natives  rejoice, — we  say,  judging  from 
these  evidences,  we  would  pronounce  that 
the  soil  and  climate  of  Liberia  is  as  well 
adapted  to  the  growth  of  these  things  as 
any  other  climate  perhaps  in  the  world. 
And  we  would  here  add,  so  far  as  the  pro- 
ducts of  the  country  are  concerned,  the 
citizens  of  Liberia  have  few  complaints  to 
make.  In  our  judgment,  if  they  exerted 
themselves  a  little  more,  and  depended  not 
so  much  on  the  natives,  they  would  have 
none  to  make.  But  we  are  happy  to  state 
that  the  settlers  of  Liberia  are  not  depen- 
dent on  the  productions  of  the  soil  alone 
for  subsistence;  for  we  saw  bullocks,  or 
oxen,  sheep,  goats,  hogs,  cows,  calves, 
kids,  turkeys,  ducks,  chickens,  &c.,  in 
abundance.  Not  only  did  we  see  them, 
but  we  ate  of  them  almost  every  day  while 
in  Liberia.  And  for  the  comfort  of  those 
who  love  sucli  things,  we  would  inform 
them  that  they  can  raise  as  many  as  they 
choose, and  cure  their  pork  too  in  small  c[uan- 
tities.  For  we  ate  bacon  more  than  once, 
which  was  cured  in  Liberia.  In  conclu- 
sion, on  this  head,  we  would  say,  that  no 
man  can  starve  in  Liberia,  unless  he  closes 
his  mouth  wilfully,  and  resolves  to  die  sur- 
rounded with  the  good  things  of  Africa. 

As  we  were  in  Liberia  during  the  rainy 
season,  of  course  we  can  say  but  little  of 
its  climate.  During  our  stay  it  was  very 
pleasant.  We  had  considerable  rain,  but 
not  half  as  much  as  we  expected  from 
what  we  had  heard  of  the  African  rains. 
It  did  not  rain  all  one  day  without  inter- 
ruption during  our  stay  in  Liberia.  And 
as  regards  the  heat,  we  were  as  much  dis- 
appointed in  that  as  any  thing  else. 

It  is  a  mild,  pleasant  climate.  Some 
suppose  that  we  could  not  live  in  it,  but 
we  can  ;  and  when  there,  we  wore  the 
same  thick  clothing  that  we  do  in  America. 
We  think  that  th,:re  is  as  much  cloth  and 
ilannel  clothing  worn  by  the  Liberians  as 
there  are  by  the  same  number  of  citizens 
in  the  United  States,  during  the  months 
of  March, April, and  May.  And  for  yoursat- 
isfaction  we  would  inform  you  that  we  wore 
our  cloth  clothes  during  our  stay  in  Libe- 
ria, and  found  them  not  only  comfortable, 
but  absolutely  necessary,  and  that  we  did 
not  feel  it  so  warm  at  any  time  in  Liberia 
as  we  left  it  in  the  United  States  in  July. 

The  settlements  in  Liberia  are  matters 
of  great  interest  and  importance,  especially 
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when  we  consider  timt  the  new  settlers  nre 
lo  make  a  choice  or  to  choose  a  liome  from 
among  tlie  many.  For  us  to  £five  a  par- 
ticular description  of  each  individual  set- 
liement,  such  a  one  as  may  fjuide  you  in  a 
choice,  is  both  unnecessary  in  tliis  jilace, 
and  out  of  our  power  to  do.  But  wc  re- 
commend to  you  Dr.  Lun;enbeers  descrip- 
tion of  the  dilVerent  settlements  in  Liberia, 
in  which  you  will  find  every  thing  perhaps 
Uiat  is  of  u.ny  moment. 

But  notwithstanding  we  would  say,  that 
Monrovia  is  a  fine  (lourisinng  town,  and 
the  cajiital  of  the  Republic,  with  al)out 
fifteen  luindrcd  inhabitants,  who  appear  to 
enjoy  as  good  health  as  any  citizens  of  the 
Republic.  It  is  tlie  principal  commercial 
point  in  Liberia,  though  ail  the  settlements 
on  the  coast  are  somewhat  so.  The  streets 
are  wide  and  regularly  laid  out,  although 
some  of  them  have  many  large  rocks  in 
them,  and  we  think  rather  more  bushes 
than  the  citizens  have  need  of.  The  geo- 
graphical position  of  Monrovia  is  too  well 
known  for  us  to  attempt  to  give  it.  The 
private  dwellings  of  Monrovia  are  like 
those    of    other   towns,    they    correspond 

fenerally  with  the  purse  of  the  owner, 
lence  you  may  find  there  private  dwel- 
lings which  cost  from  twenty-five  dollars 
up  to  five  thousand.  We  might  say  many 
things  of  Moiu'ovia  ;  but  as  we  will  be  in- 
terrogated by  this  Society,  and  called  upon 
»o  deliver  public  lectures  on  Liberia,  we 
deem  it  unnecessary  to  write  along  report. 
And  we  make  the  same  excuse  in  reference 
to  the  other  settlements. 

Bassa  Cove  and  Edina,  the  next  point 
▼isited  by  us.  are  rather  small  settlements, 
nearly  opposite  each  otlier,  situated  near 
the  mouth  of  the  St.  John 's  river.  Neith- 
er the  public  nor  private  buildings  are  so 
good  as  those  at  Monrovia,  though  they 
are  sufficiently  large  and  comfortable  for 
all  practical  ])urposes.  Bassa  Cove  is  one 
of  the  principal  commercial  points  in  Libe- 
ria. Bassa  was  settled  in  1834.  The  pop- 
ulation is  about  GUO.  We  were  told  that 
Edina  was  considered  the  most  healthy  of 
the  two  settlements.  But  the  most  busi- 
ness is  done  in  Bassa.  The  land  is  gener- 
ally sandy  about  tlie  Cove  and  Edina. — 
But  there  are  some  as  fine  colFte  trees  as 
any  we  saw  in  Liberia  ;  and  we  woidd  here 
remark,  that  cofiee  seems  to  thrive  in  any 
part  of  the  coast  that  we  visited.  We 
were  int'ormed  that  a  very  beautiful  point, 
called  Fishtown,  about  three  miles  distant 
from  Bassa,  would  be  settled  in  a  short 
lime  ;  and  for  location,  we  think  it  prefer- 
able i'>  either  of  the  above  named  towns 
The  next  settlement  visited  by  us  is  sit- 
«aled  near  the  mouth  of  the  Sinoe  river, 


called  Greenville.  It  ia  thought,  in  the 
judgment  of  your  Committee,  the  prettiest 
of  the  towns  or  settlements  in  Liberia. — 
The  population  of  Sinoe  county  is  about 
1 ,000  ;  that  of  the  town  of  Greenville,  300. 
This  is  not  so  much  of  a  commercial  poiiU 
as  the  ones  above  mentioned,  but  still  it  is 
quite  a  thriving  little  place.  The  main 
street  is  very  handsome,  and  all  the  build- 
ings, )Hiblic  and  private,  present  a  com- 
fortable appearance,  except  the  Methodist 
church.  But  they  are  making  prepara^ 
tions  to  erect  a  new  one.  Greenville,  in 
fact,  seems  to  be  in  a  state  of  improve- 
ment. They  luive  a  steam-engine  for  a 
saw-mill,  which  they  are  about  to  erect,  at 
a  place  on  the  Sinoe  river,  called  Fish 
Landing.  But  that  which  seems  to  give 
the  most  life  to  Greenville  is,  that  they 
have  had  two  very  fine  emigrations  recent- 
ly, all  of  whom  seem  to  be  willing  to  turn 
their  attention  to  the  agricultural  interest. 

Any  one  that  knows  any  thing  of  the 
history  of  Liberia,  is  perhaps  well  ac- 
quainted with  the  history  of  Cape  Palmas, 
the  point  of  our  next  visit.  Therefore, 
we  deem  it  unnecessary  to  say  much 
about  this  interesting  colony  in  our  report. 
The  public  and  private  buildings  are  well 
built  and  commodious  ;  and  it  will  not  be 
much  out  of  the  way  to  say,  that  they  bear 
an  air  of  cleanliness  and  comfort  which 
would  be  an  improvement  to  some  of  the 
settlements  in  the  republic. 

The  luimber  of  inhabitants  of  Maryliind 
in  Liberia  is  between  900  and  1000. 

The  number  of  churches  is  four. 

These  embrace  the  Methodists,  Episco- 
palians, and   Baptists. 

The  number  of  schools  in  the  colony  is 
six.  These  are  supported  by  the  Mary- 
land State  Colonization  Society,  Episcopal, 
Methodist, and  Bajitist  missions.  There iufc 
also  six  Sabbath-schools,  well  attended. 

There  are  in  the  colony  two  regularly 
1  organized  Societie*!  of  Mutual  Relief,  orre 
of  the  uu\les,  and  the  otlier  of  the  females. 
There  has  lately  been  formed  an  Agricul- 
tural Society,  which  promises  well.  There 
are  in  operation,  in  various  vicinities  of 
the  colony,  several  schools  confined  to  the 
instruction  of  the  natives.  These  sciiools  ace 
supported  by  ditlerent  societies  of  foreign 
missions  in  the  U.S.,;mdliaveable  teachers, 
apjioinled  and  sent  here  for  that  purpose. 

The  annual  exports  consist  of  about 
100,000  gallon.s  of  palm-oil,  some  cam- 
wood, and  a  little  ivory;  also  Malagetla 
pejiper.  A  good  business  in  wood — thfU 
is,  camwood — can  be  done  in  the  colony. 

The  revenue  is  raised  by  duties  collected 
on  imports  chiefly.  This  does  not  include 
large  amounts  expended  annually  for  in- 
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ternal  improvement  by  the  Society.     The 

revenue  of  the  colony  is  about  ^1800. 
The  mihtia  of  the  colony   is  com]30sed 

of  two  vohmteer  uniformed  <;ompanie.s,  and 

one  non-uniformed;   these  parade  monthly, 

except   on  e;encral  parades,    whicli    occur 

».emi-annually,  wlien  they  are  commanded 

by  the  Lieutenant-colonel,  A.  Woods. 
The  street    called    Maryland    Avenue, 

wiiich  runs  from  Harper  to  Tubmantown, 

is  a  good  road,  about  three  miles  in  length, 

and  i.s  the  thoroughfare  of  the  colony.  On 

aiiher  side  of  this  road    are  the   dwelling- 

iiouses,    lots  and    farms    of  the    colonists. 

The  land  about  Cape  Palmas  looks  rather 

tliin,  but    every  thing    planted    seems    to 

Uirive  well,  and,  like   all  the   rest  of  the 

land  on  the  coast,  the  farther  you  go  from 

the  beach,  the  better  it  is.     Hence  the  im- 
propriety of  farmers  settling  on  the  beach. 

!n  short,    we  find  but  one  fault  with  Cape 

Palmas,  and  that  is,  the  thickly  settled  na- 
tive towns  on  the  Cape,  whicli  we  hope,  in 

all  conscience,  will  be  in  due  time  removed, 

to  the  advantage  of  both  parties  concerned. 

We  are  happy    to  inform    you    that,    al- 
though the   farming  interest  at    the  Cape 

has  been  neglected  for  a  long  time,  the  set- 

tJers   have  at  last  awakened  to  a  sense  of 

tJieir  best  interest,   and  determined   to  go 

right  to    farming,    and    no    humbugging 

about  the  matter.    And  in  order  to  give  life  jl  to  see  as  much  of  the  country  as  we  should 

and  energy  to  the  cause,  they  have  formed  i]  like,  in  order    to    give    all   the  particulars, 

Rn  Agricultural  Association  ;  and   for  the  ]' and  consequently,  general  satisfaction,  (but 

benefit  of  this  Society,  we  obtained  a  copy  I  we  are  happy  to  state  that  our  want  of  op- 

of  the  Constitution  of  said   association.  |  portunilies   and  observation  are  fully  sup- 

As  it  regards  the  rivers  of  Liberia,  in  j!  .plied  by  Dr.  Lugenbeel's  excellent  report, 

consequence  of  the  rains,  and  having  to  go 

on  board   the    vessel  every    evening,   v/e 

could  not  get  to  see  much  of  them.     How- 

pver,  one  of  us  got  up  the  St.  Paul's  river, 

and  the  other  up  the  Sinoe;  and  from  what 

we  caw,    and  from  what  we  learned   from 

old  and  respectable  citizens  of  Lil^eria,  we 

think  it  safe  to  state,  that  the  St.  Paul's  is 

far  in  advance  of  any  other  river  in  Libe- 
ria, in   perhaps  every  respect.     There  are 

several  fine  flourishing  settlements  on  the 

St.  Paul's  river,  and  v/ell  cultivated  banks 

shov/  that  she   is  far  indeed  in  advance  of 

her  sister  rivers  in  jioint  of  agriculture. 
On  passing  through  the  farms  of  IVlessrs. 

Harris,  Blacklidge,  Jimison,  Simpson,  Rus- 
sel,  and  others,  who  have  gone  the   right 

way  to  work  in  raising  coffee,  sugar-cane, 
rice,  potatoes,  cassadas,  ginger,  &c.,  any 

nian  who  is   in  his  senses  is  at  once  con- 

t-inced  that  a  colored  man  with  industry 
and  enterprise  can  live  as  hapfiy  and  as 
comfortable  and  as  independently  in  Libe- 
ria, as  he  can  in  any  part  of  the  U.  States 

'Copies  of  Or.  Lugenbeel's  Sketches  of  Lilieria  will  be  furnisiicd  gratuitously  at  the  Colonization 
Rooms,  Washington  City;  or  will  be  sent  by  mail  to  those  who  may  request  tiiem  by  letter,  po.stpaid. 


of  America,  under  present  circumstances. 
— The  St.  John's  and  the  Benson  are  also 
fine  large  streams,  especially  the  St.  John's. 
But  we  did  not  see  much  of  them.  In  fact, 
we  saw  no  moi-e  of  them  than  we  saw  in 
passing  from  Bassa  Cove  to  Edina.  We 
were  informed,  hov/ever,  by  those  who 
live  on  the  St.  John's,  that  it  is  a  fine  river, 
whose  banks  are  perhaps  as  productive  as 
any  other  in  Liberia.  Bexley  is  situated 
on  the  banks  of  the  St.  John's,  about  six 
miles  from  its  mouth.  It  is  said  by  those 
wlio  live  there,  and  by  others  v/ho  profess 
to  know,  that  it  is  a  flourishing  farming 
settlement.  But  as  neither  of  us  saw  it,  we 
refer  you  to  Dr.  Lugenbeel's  report  for 
particulars  in  reference  to  Bexley. 

The  Sinoe  river  is  also  a  fine,  l:»old  stream . 
One  of  us  was  up  this  river  as  far  as  ne- 
cessary, some  five  or  six  miles  from  its 
mouth,  where  there  is  a  farming  settlement 
of  some  note.  The  Sinoe  is  like  all  the 
other  rivers  of  Liberia,  her  banks  yield 
plentifully  the  good  things  of  the  country. 

Tliere  are  many  other  fine  rivers  and 
streams  in  Liberia,  which  we  did  not  see. 
But  we  saw  enough  to  satisfy  us  that  on 
the  banks  of  any  of  them  there,  is  good 
living  for  the  industrious  farmer. 

As  we  were  in  Liberia  a  short  time,  and 
for  reasons  above  stated,  we  could  not  get 


of  which  we  hope  every  individual  of  this 
society  will  possess  themselves,)  knowing 
that  we  should  not  have  an  opportunity  to 
give  particulars  and  details  like  one  who 
had  lived  in  Liberia,  we  took  great  pains 
to  compare  the  Doctor's  report  with  what 
we  saw;  and  in  doing  so,  we  found  it  in 
every  instance  to  be  strictly  true.  And 
further,  we  took  every  pains  to  inquire  of 
the  citizens  of  Liberia,  (gentlemen,)  whose 
veracity  cannot  be  doubted,  of  the  correct- 
ness of  that  part  of  the  Doctor's  report 
which  we  had  not  an  opportunity  of  te.st^ 
ing;  and  they  informed  us  that  every  par- 
ticular was  strictly  true.  Therefore  we 
cordially  recommend  Dr.  J.  W.  Lugen- 
beel's report  to  the  careful  perusal  of  every 
individual  who  is  interested  in  the  subject 
of  emigration  to  Lilieria.* 

We  would  state  to  this  Society,  that  the 
people  of  Liberia  seem  to  us  to  live  as  hap- 
py, and  in  the  enjoyment  of  as  good  health, 
as  any  people  we  have  seen  in  our  lives. 
They  seem  also  to  appreciate  the  jjrivileges 
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and  position  ns  a  people,  and  in  a  £;''c<'*t 
ineiisuie,  avail  themselves  of  tlie  opportu- 
nities they  Imve  to  ini|)iove  tiieir  political 
and  social  condition.  We  would  stme  that, 
on  the  St.  Paul's  river,  tiie  people  iiave 
turned  their  attention  to  lirifk-makin;^,  and 
that  upon  a  pretty  larire  scale, and  the  farmers 
on  this  river  are  liuildinu:  themselves  fine, 
comfortable, oneand  two-story  i)rick  houses, 
andfuriiishiiiijthecitizeiisof  Monrovia  with 
all  the  ijricks  they  want  for  buildii)!^  pur- 
poses, and  those  of  a  very  ^^ood  quality. 

The  water  in  Liberia  is  very  irood,  so 
much  so  that  we  did  ot'ieii  speak  of  it. 
And  we  can  say,  that  we  did  not  drink  of 
what  we  wt)uld  call  one  glass  of  bad  water 
during  our  stay. 

We  observed  that,  in  every  settlement 
we  visited  in  Liberia,  they  have  good 
scliools  ;  in  the  larger  settlements,  two  or 
three,  with  competent  teacher.s.  Tliey  are 
all  tree  schools,  supported  by  benevolent 
societies  in  America.  And  we  are  happy 
to  state  to  this  Society,  that  those  schools 
are  well  filled  by  the  children  of  the  colo- 
nists. Besides  these  every-day  schools, 
there  are  Sabbath-schools  taught  in  all  the 
churches.  We  judge,  therefore,  that  the 
children  of  the  colonists  in  Liberia  are 
educated  with  as  little  exjiense  to  their 
parents  as    in  any  other  part  of  the  world. 

There  is  being  builded  in  Monrovia  a 
seminary,  in  which  the  liigher  branches  of 
education  will  be  taught.  This  building  will 
eost  some  seven  or  eight  thousand  dollars. 

In  most  all  of  the  settlements  of  Liberia, 
we  found  literary  and  benevolent  institu- 
tions, intended  for  mutual  edification  and 
relief.  At  Monrovia  alone  they  have  some 
tliree  or  four.  The  settlements  are  also 
well  supplied  with  churches.  The  Baptists 
and  Methodists  are  the  most  jjopular,  but, 
at  the  same  time,  Presbyterian  and  Epis- 
copalian churches  are  well  attended. 

Under  all  these  favora!)le  circumstances, 
you  will  naturally  be  led  to  inquire.  What 
are  the  colonists  doing,  and  what  are  their 
reasonable  prospects  .' 

We  answer,  that  so  far  as  we  were  eye- 
witnesses, tiiey   seem    to  be    doing   as  all 
other  people  in    the  world    do.     Some  are 
rich,  some   are  doing   well,  and    some  are 
just  able  to  get  along  in  the    world,  others 
are  poor,  and  there  are  those    that  beg. —  ' 
Among  the   citizens    of  Lilieria,  we    find  ' 
those  who    have  farms    under   cultivation  j 
with  their  hundreds  and  thousands  of  col'-  i 
fee  trees,  iVc.,  growing,  yieldnig  a  bounti- 
ful reward   to  the    hand  of  the  diligent. — 
And  in  Liberia,  we  see  tlie  farms  and  lots 
of  many  (who  complain  of  hard  times  and  ' 
poverty)  grown  over  with  bushes,  tuid  not  ' 
a  single  pet  ito  planted  in  them.    In   the  1| 


]  very  countenance   of  some   of  tlie    Libe- 
rians,  we  see    industry  and    enterprise  ile- 
;  picted  ;  but  with  others  we  discover  the  re- 
I  verse.     And  hence  the  varied  condition  of 
I  the  inhabitants.     But,  upon  the  whole,  vre 
I  think  that  the    colonists  are    doing  a  great 
I  deal    belter    than    they    would    have  been 
doing,    had     they    remained  in  America. 
And  they    are  aware    of  that  fact,    for  we 
saw  but  three  or   four  in  all    Liberia  who 
[  wish  to  return  to  America  to  remain.  And 
for  your  satisfaction  we  will  give  the  rea- 
I  son  of  each  of  those  individuals,  as  stated 
I  to  us   by  themselves.     The  first  was,  thiU 
the  prices   of  milk  and  eggs   were  so  high 
I  in  Liberia,  that  she  did  not  like  the  place. 
The    second  was,    that   he   could  get  no 
work   to  do,    (but  took   good   care    to  do 
none,)  when  at  the  same  time  he  owned  a 
good  lot,  in   which  there  was  not  a  single 
thing  growing  but  bushes  and  grass.     The 
third  said,  two  of  her  children  were  slaves 
in  America,  and  it  would  be  better  for  her 
to  be   there  too.     The  fourth,    she  had  al- 
ways been    used  to  living   in  a  large  city, 
and  therefore  she  wanted  to  return. 

So,  from  all  we  saw  and  heard  while  in 
Liberia,  we  can  but  say  that  the  colonists 
are  a  contented  and  satisfied  people  ;  and 
further,  that,  in  our  opinion,  an  exalted 
j)osiiion  among  the  nations  of  the  earth 
awaits  Liberia  in  the  future  ;  and  that  it  is 
our  judgment  that  it  would  be  indeed  to 
the  advantage  of  the  free  people  of  color 
in  the  United  States  to  emigrate  to  Liberia, 
where  they  may  enjoy  all  the  rights  aiid 
privileges  of  freemen. 

In  relation  to  the  natives,  we  are  glad  to 
state  that  friendly  relations  exist  between 
thein  and  the  colonists.  We  saw  many 
natives  in  the  employ  of  the  colonists  ; 
and  we  were  informed  that  their  usuiU 
wages  are  twenty-five  cents  per  diem  and 
board.  The  colonists  have  also  many  na- 
tive boys  and  girls  in  their  houses  as  do- 
mestic servants  ;  and  as  such,  they  are 
said  to  be  very  apt  and  useful.  We  think 
the  colonists  who  have  those  native  boys 
and  girls  as  servants,  have  a  Aworable  op- 
porlunity  of  doing  them  much  good,  in 
teai-hing  them  our  language,  the  habits  of 
civilization,  and  the  principles  and  doc- 
trines of  our  holy  religion  ;  and  thus  qual- 
ifying them  for  missionaries  to  their  res- 
|)e('tive  tribes  when  returned.  Whether 
or  not  the  colonists  in  general  avail  them- 
selves of  this  tavorable  opportunity  of  do- 
ing them  good,  is  for  the  colonists,  and  not 
for  us  to  say. 

Signed,     THOM.AS  FULLER,  Ja. 
BENJAMIN  JAMFER. 

At  sea,  on  board  the  Liberia  Packet, 
December,  185L 
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